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Chairman’s Address

A lot has happened since our last newsletter and much of this is reflected in recent news reports on the MVS website. I do encourage 
all members to look at the website regularly, not only to see what is happening at other Units but also to keep up to date with the 

importation of information, including the Bulletins that are posted there.

It was a pleasure to meet many members at the national service held at All Hallows 
by the Tower in London to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of our charity. I believe 
those who attended went home feeling that it had been an inspiring day and one 
which helped underline that, although we operate in individual local Units we one 
national charity with the same aims and objectives.

Perhaps less obviously the All Hallows service also helped to renew and strengthen 
ties with the Royal Navy, Border Force and other important organisations within the 
maritime sector. Building on these relationships is important. There can be benefits 
in terms of support for the charity but it is also vital to let these bodies know what 
are doing and the services we are capable of providing in pursuit of our charitable 
objectives.

Just before the service I went to Westminster to address the All Party Parliamentary 
Maritime Group and explain what MVS is and does to MP’s and peers. That led 
directly to renewed cooperation between a harbour authority and a local Unit. Since 
then I have had meetings with several maritime-related organisations and we are 

building up good relations with them.

These are busy times right now. That is obvious from the massive amount of activity going on around the country. I nearly wrote 
'around the coast' but actually we have several inland Units and the prospect of more being formed.

All of our Units are now well into their Summer season activities. Please do send in news reports for the website and social media. Tell 
everybody what you are up to!

While most of us are getting on with our planned summer activities as I write this, some areas of the country are suffering from 
severe flooding. Our Severn Unit, to its great credit, responded by providing much needed assistance to the occupants of several 
narrow boats that were cut off from the shore. Our volunteers used one of our small craft to evacuate a number of people, and at 
least one dog.

Supporting the government's Resilience strategies where we can is part of of what we do. From everything we hear on TV and in the 
press these days it would seem likely floods and other weather related emergencies could become more frequent. A number of Units 
train in providing support in such emergencies and MVS Council is now looking at how to strengthen our Resilience capabilities. 

Talking of Council, your trustees and national officers have also been very busy behind the scenes. Following our National AGM at 
Poole last year Council has been working in various areas to improve the management of the charity and its internal communications. 
We do now have a new management structure in place and work is ongoing to bring our policies and procedures up to date and in 
line with modern practice in the charities sector. This takes time but we are putting in place the foundations of what should be an 
exciting future for the MVS.

One important aspect of this is a survey of the views of all members on communications within the charity. We have had a really good 
response to this and the result should be circulated soon. We are already working on the many of points raised.

Doing all this work is very time consuming. We are all volunteers and, to varying extents, our time available for MVS is limited. So we 
need more people on board on Council to help spread the load. If you are prepared to devote some time each week to helping run 
the MVS and decide its policy please consider standing for election as a trustee. Details of how to do this will circulated shortly.

The results of the Council elections will be announced at the National AGM to be held at Portsmouth on Saturday 16th November. 
Please put that in your diary now. Again more information on this will be circulated soon.

In the meantime I wish everybody happy and safe boating with the MVS this Summer.

David Hughes

National Chairman of the Maritime Volunteer Service.
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Maritime Volunteer Service Celebrates Silver Jubilee

The Maritime Volunteer Service which was founded in 1994 after the disbandment 
of the Royal Naval Auxiliary Service has turned 25 years old and to mark the 
event, the charity held a service of thanks in the very church where plans were 
drawn up for its formation.

The service took place on Thursday 4 April at 3pm at All Hallows by the Tower, the 
oldest church in the City of London, founded by the Abbey of Barking in 675AD, 
300 years before the Tower of London.
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During the formation of the Maritime Volunteer Service, much of the planning 
was conducted in the crypt of All Hallows by the Tower and for a number of 
years, the MVS met at All Hallows to hold their annual service. 

Chairman of the MVS, David Hughes said: “This was a proud moment for the 
MVS and a real milestone in our history. I’m looking forward to thinking ahead to 
the next 25 years serving the maritime community.”

The service can be watched at this link
https://livestream.com/ahbtt/events/8627291

Photography by Angela Carrington of MVS Northumbria.
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Restored Tynemouth Lifeboat back on the Water

A historic lifeboat returned to the Tyne over Easter for the first time in more than 70 
years.
The 101-year-old Henry Frederick Swan saw 30 years of service off the North East 
coast.
14 years of restoration by volunteers at the North East Maritime Trust in South 
Shields paid off as the boat was launched from the trust’s slipway workshop.

MVS Northumbria was on hand to mark the occasion along with the Tynemouth all-
weather lifeboat ‘Spirit of Northumberland’ and inshore lifeboat 'Little Susie'.
Angela Carrington, HoU at MVS Northumbria said, “It was a fantastic way to spend 
the Easter weekend. 
It was an honour to see such a historic boat return to the Tyne with a really fantastic 
view of the proceedings from the water.”
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Easter Ducks return to Salford Quays.

The MVS has a history of working with the charity MediEquip4Kids at their Easter Duck Race on the 
Mariner's Canal section of Salford Quays but this year they faced a bit of a challenge.

"We thought it may be a struggle to get the ducks to race down a stretch of tide less canal" said HoU 
Humber Shayne Arnold, "but we relied on local knowledge and were pleased to see Greater 

Manchester Fire and Rescue preparing a couple of lines of hose 'just in case'.

The crew along with HQ staff were soon 
working hard to set out the start and finish 
lines on the canal and then trying to keep 
several hundred small plastic ducks in their 
places for the start. 

With fine weather and a light breeze the whole 
event went off successfully and just to show 
willing the fire hoses were turned on to chase 
the ducks down the canal.

It was a good day for the charity which raised 
over ten thousand pounds at the event.

MVS Fundraiser at Twickenham  

The Putney Unit attended the annual Army vs Navy rugby match at Twickenham Stadium to raise 
funds for the service.

The team were armed with cash-cans, a 
new PDQ to take contactless payments 
and a poster to explain what we do and 
why we need donations.

Deputy Head of Unit at MVS Putney, 
Duncan Thomsen said, “the crowd were 
great fun and very generous with their 
spare cash and donated over five hundred 
pounds”
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Severn Unit Clear Litter Hazard on River Avon

While clearing litter from the river between Tewkesbury and Strensham, Severn Unit retrieved a 
large agricultural type sack from the riverbank just above the M5 motorway bridge by Bredon.

HOU Nic Price said, "A crew on our training boat 
MVS Minerva investigated the item and removed 
it before it became a hazard to navigation and 
wildlife and it may well have caused possible 
pollution as we had no idea what had been 
inside it”.

The Unit regularly patrols this part of the Avon 
and works closely with Avon Navigation Trust 
throughout the year.

MVS Northumbria tackled a fund-raising walk

It was a definite case of peer pressure when members of MVS Northumbria tackled a fund-raising 
walk from the Tyne’s North Pier to the South Pier and back.

The Unit walked the 8 miles to raise funds to help run their two vessels which are regularly seen on 
the Tyne and other rivers in the region.

MVS Northumbria is based in Benton at St Peter’s Marina, although their vessels can operate from 
the Tweed to the Tees.

Last year, they were deployed extensively at the Sunderland Tall Ships Race.
Head of Unit, Volunteer Officer Angela Carrington said; “We are very grateful to everyone who took 
part in the walk and to those who helped us to raise more than £600 on the day.

It was a great team effort and will help us with our operational costs.”



MVS Celebrates 25 Years in Humberside

Members and guests have celebrated the silver anniversary of the MVS at a cocktail 
party in Scunthorpe. 

The event at the Wortley House Hotel was attended by members whose service 
goes back to the days of the Royal Naval Auxiliary Service from which we were 
formed in 1994. 

Scunthorpe MP, Nic Dakin and Cllr John Briggs, the Mayor of North Lincolnshire 
attended the evening as honoured guests of the Unit.

Head of Humber Unit Shayne Arnold said, “It was a marvellous evening which 
allowed us to celebrate the successes of the last 25 years and look ahead to a great 
future in the north of England.

We especially enjoyed being able to celebrate with so many of the Unit’s friends 
from all around the country.”
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MVS Appoints new Web Editor

The MVS has a new web editor to look after updates to our website.

Adam Swires is a member of the MVS 
Curlew Project in the Mersey Valley 
and is a Sea Cadet instructor in his 
home town of Chorley.

He intends to join the Royal Navy 
after going to university to complete 
his studies. 

MVS Director of Communications John 
Spencer-Barnes said, “the interview 
panel were impressed by Adam’s 
enthusiasm to take up the role and his 
commitment to the MVS. 

Success for the Class of 2019

MVS Menai Bridge has again been working with students and staff at Bangor University to 
deliver the RYA Day Skipper Theory course.
The students fitted the course around their regular studies and it will operate again during 
the next academic year.
As well as their RYA certificates, the successful candidates were presented with soft lead 2B 
navigators’ pencils to remind them of their time at Bangor University and with the MVS.
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Bristol Channel Challenge for Severn Unit

Tewkesbury based Severn Unit members have just returned from their annual offshore 
training trip down the Severn Estuary and Bristol Channel visiting Portishead, Watchet and 
Cardiff, where the changeable weather and high spring tides made for some challenging 
passages. 

Regional Head of Seamanship, Tim Huckvale 
said, "Eleven members in five boats including 
our own training vessel Minerva took part and it 
was a very successful training cruise. 

Timings were imperative especially when we 
were in the top part of the Severn Estuary and 
everyone learned a lot. 

We had to alter our original plans due to 
adverse weather and sea conditions and the 
approach of Storm Miguel meant returning to 
Sharpness before it struck."

Severn Unit aids with Local Flooding

When the June floods hit Tewkesbury after a week of almost incessant rain, both the Avon 
and Severn river levels rose sharply and put the area on flood alert.

When five narrowboats sought refuge 
at Avon Lock, Severn Unit had been 
closely monitoring the situation and 
was on hand to assist the lock keeper 
and the Avon Navigation Trust.

With both rivers still rising, Wendy and 
Steve Pearce with their dog Zak, who 
were on holiday and heading for 
Sharpness, decided to leave their boat 
at Tewkesbury and go home. 
MVS members used one of their boats 
to evacuate them and get them 
ashore. 

HOU Nic Price said, "We were pleased that the unit were able to give assistance to these 
visitors. 
As well as helping Zak and his family we have also taken other people ashore for shopping 
trips, and another boat dog Minnie was grateful for a boat ride to dry land. 
We have also been on a number of river patrols checking that there are no problems with 
any of the moored boats along the river."
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Facebook and Twitter

The MVS has an official Facebook page. Search for ‘Maritime Volunteer Service Official’ when you are 
logged in to find the group. You simply have to ‘like’ it to be kept up to date with the latest MVS news.

You can also get all the latest feeds by following us on Twitter @MVSHQ

MVS Contacts

Chairman    David Hughes   david.hughes@mvs.org.uk
Chief Volunteer Officer   Nick Spencer   nicholas.spencer@mvs.org.uk
National Secretary   Graham Hedley   secretary@mvs.org.uk
National Treasurer   Les Miller   treasurer@mvs.org.uk
Director of Resilience   David Dobson   david.dobson@mvs.org.uk
Director of Training   Liz Glare   liz.glare@mvs.org.uk
Director of Communications  John Spencer-Barnes  communications@mvs.org.uk
National PR Officer   Keith Newman   keith@highlightspr.co.uk
National Webmaster   David Hall   webmaster@mvs.org.uk 

The Maritime Volunteer
The Journal of the Maritime Volunteer Service

Newsletter Editor: Dave Spencer-Barnes - dave.spencer-barnes@mvs.org.uk

www.mvs.org.uk
Patron: H.R.H. Prince Michael of Kent GCVO KStJ

The Maritime Volunteer Service
A Company limited by Guarantee No. 3003565.

A Registered Charity in England and Wales No. 1048454 and in Scotland SC 039269


	1: Page 1 Cover
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	6: Page 4
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	13: Page 6 Back

