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Chairman’s Address

It seems like almost no time at all has passed since I wrote my introduction to the June newsletter. That is, I 
think, because our charity has been incredibly busy over the summer months.

This newsletter gives a flavour of what has been going on and of 
course the best way to keep up with what is happening around the 
Units is to look regularly at the News section on our website.

However the website is much more than just a source of news about 
Units. All of our Bulletins, Minutes of Council, Updates to Policies and 
Procedures and much more are posted in the Members Area. “Not of 
interest to me!”, did I hear? Well I fully understand the reason most 
members join the MVS is to get afloat and to take part in activities 
that are useful and (by and large) enjoyable.

But there is a direct link between all those exciting things we have 
been getting up to and the behind-the-scenes administration that 
ensures the charity runs effectively and safely. And your Council and 
all the wider management team – National Officers, RVOs, HOUs – 

have been working hard to achieve just that. In particular it is important that everybody reads the Bulletins. 
They contain important information for all members on a wide range of subjects. They should be sent to all 
members and hard copies made available at Units and on our larger vessels.

Since last years AGM, Council has been systematically reviewing and updating our Policies and Procedures. 
This process has gone a long way with, amongst other developments, a new Code of Conduct in place and 
new polices on conduct and complaints that reflect best practice in the charities sector.

As I have said before, doing all this work is very time consuming. We are all volunteers and, to varying 
extents, our time available for MVS is limited. So we need more people on Council to help spread the load 
and widen our range of skills. We certainly could do with someone with fundraising skills to join Council. If 
you are prepared to devote some time to help run the MVS and decide policy please consider standing for 
election as a trustee. If you have not seen details of how to apply contact our Office Manager Chris Todd 
(email chris.todd@mvs.org.uk). Time is running out to do this. The results of the Council elections will be 
announced at the National AGM to be held at Portsmouth on Saturday 16th November.

One message that came across loud and clear from the last AGM was that we needed better communications 
at all levels within the charity. We carried out a Communications survey which attracted a really good 
response. Council has circulated the results to all Units. We were already working on many of the points 
raised and have outlined the progress made so far.

Communication takes place in various ways but a very important factor is face-to-face meeting and 
discussions. Over the past few months your Chief Volunteer Officer, Nick Spencer, has visited over half of our 
Units and plans to call in on the rest in the coming months. This an impressive achievement that has been 
good for morale and helped inform Council when taking decisions on a range of issues. I would like to thank 
Nick for his tireless efforts since taking on this demanding role.

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the AGM. In the meantime make the most of any 
further good weather, and I wish you safe and enjoyable sailing!

David Hughes

National Chairman of the Maritime Volunteer Service.
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MVS at Seawork 2019

Thousands of visitors made their way to Southampton for Europe’s biggest commercial marine 
and workboat exhibition.

The event which is held at a specially built 
marina at Mayflower Park features an 
exhibition, conference and awards.

A number of potential members for the 
Southampton Unit dropped by and the MVS 
team took the opportunity to meet up with 
training providers and recruiters in the maritime 
sphere.

Chief Volunteer Officer Nick Spencer also met 
with Joshua Boland the HoU (Designate) for 
Southampton and Mike Robarts who is looking 
to start a unit around the River Crouch.

East Sussex Rescue Exercise with RNLI

Five MVS East Sussex Unit members boarded the national training vessel East Sussex 1 along 
with a couple of walking wounded casualties and a training exercise dummy to take part in an 
exercise with both the Eastbourne all-weather RNLI lifeboat and the inshore lifeboat.
 
Its main purpose was to help new RNLI recruits gain practical experience of a variety of tasks 
they could face in real life scenarios. 

The crew sailed into Pevensey Bay and anchored about a mile offshore before the exercise 
began.

MVS crew Elaine and Colin Bowdery 
were able to put into practice their newly 
acquired VHF radio skills.

They reported they did not know their 
exact position and that they had eight 
crew on board with three casualties.

After the casualties and the training 
dummy were transferred to the all-
weather lifeboat, RNLI members lifted 
ES1’s anchor and practised towing the 
vessel before they departed for 
Sovereign Harbour.
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MVS at Armed Forces Day 2019

The MVS has again taken part in Armed Forces Day events all over the country.

In the North West we were on parade with Culture Liverpool hosting a service at Our Lady 
and St Nicholas Parish Church (the merchant navy church) which was followed by a Tri-service 
parade led by the Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines Scotland to the gates of the Royal 
Albert Dock Liverpool.

MVS Humber attended the North Lincolnshire Armed Forces Day along with Chelsea 
Pensioners Madge and Harry.

New Treasurer for MVS Northumbria

MVS Northumbria has a new treasurer in the form of Jennifer Mitchelson who is a Planning 
and Resources Manager at Newcastle College.

Jen heard about the charity’s need for a new treasurer from Head of Unit Angela Carrington 
and after attending an open evening and a trip on one of the unit’s vessels, Jen was firmly 
anchored to the idea of volunteering.

“I love boats due to childhood holidays 
and weekends spent sailing round the 
west coast of Scotland on my late Papa 
Macleod’s boats. You don’t necessarily 
appreciate these things as a child but 
looking back I understand now how lucky 
I was.”

Head of Unit, Angela Carrington said, 
“Jen is a massive asset to the unit and 
her accounting skills are invaluable.”
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Sam the Fender Returns to the Tyne

As one of rock’s biggest properties gets set to headline at the Mouth of The Tyne Festival, MVS 
Northumbria are paying their own tribute to his musical talent.

The Unit have christened one of their boat’s rubber 
fenders with the name Sam in honour of the rising star.

Head of Unit, Volunteer Officer Angela Carrington said; 
“Like thousands of others, I and other members of the 
Unit are massive fans of Sam Fender. He’s a local lad from 
the banks of the Tyne where we operate from.  We’ve 
nicknamed our largest fender “Sam” for some time now 
and thought it was a fitting tribute as he is playing just 
along the river.”

Sam says he’s amazed by the tribute, "this is the greatest North Shields accolade to date. I'm 
honoured, I hope my face protects your boat.”

MVS Supports Humberside Emergency Day

Thousands of people descended on the Severn Lakes Country Park at Crowle on Humberside for the 
annual celebration of the emergency services.

The event featured a number of live displays from rescue crews and an appearance from the Red 
Devils.

MVS Humber was in attendance helping out with the parachute display and meeting local people 
who were there to join in with the fun.
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Busy Summer for Severn Unit

MVS Severn have had a busy summer with a number of jobs around the region.

HOU Nic Price said, "After the June floods receded, our first job was to move a huge tree which was 
blocking the main navigation arch of King John's Bridge in Tewkesbury which is a vital link to the 
Town and the lock connecting the River Avon to the Severn. 

With the help of our small boats we 
managed to get a rope round the trunk 
and a party of unit volunteers were able to 
pull it safely to shore so that the 
navigation could be re-opened."

The unit also had a stand at Bredon's Big 
Day Out on the Bredon Recreation Field.

The unit took along an inflatable rib on a 
trailer as part of the display which 
highlighted their local achievements.

MVS Poole Receives Royal Visitor 

His Royal Highness Prince Michael of Kent, GCVO KStJ who is the Royal Patron of the MVS has visited 
the Poole unit of the service. 

During his visit, Prince Michael saw how 
members are taught navigation, enjoyed 
looking at a photographic display of some 
of the unit’s activities and received an 
update on the restoration work being 
carried out on the unit’s pilot launch, Tom 
Sherrin. 

Head of Unit, Gill Hale said: “His Royal 
Highness was pleased with all that he saw 
and spent time talking to several of our 
members. 

It was an incredible honour for our unit to 
welcome him and show him the work that 
we do.”



7

MVS Humber goes Carbon Neutral

MVS Humber has taken delivery of a new electric outboard as part of a plan to be more 
environmentally friendly. 

The outboard will give 55 pounds of thrust which 
will equal around five to six mph or five knots 
depending on the weight load.

Humber operates on canals with a speed limit of 
four miles per hour.

To recharge the battery they have a solar panel 
and another battery for going further afield.

This means MVS Humber is the first unit in the 
organisation to go carbon neutral in terms of being 
pollution free.

New Senior MVS Appointments

Three people have been appointed to new roles in the MVS following a Senior Officer Appointment 
Panel which was held at HQS Wellington which is 
moored on the Thames at Victoria Embankment in 
London.

Frank Burke of the Dundee unit is appointed to the 
role of Health and Safety Advisor.
Mark Dustin of Bristol becomes the Assistant to the 
Company Secretary while Rhian Hardy of Menai is our 
new Membership Secretary.

The MVS is happy to welcome them all to their new 
positions and believes that all three will be 
instrumental in helping move the service forward.



Work Continues on Curlew

The latest stage of restoration work has been completed on MVS Curlew. 

The Nelson 34 patrol launch is currently residing at 
Fiddlers Ferry near Warrington where a fully costed 
scheme of work has been drawn up. 

The rotten companionway steps and engine 
coverings were replaced by carpenter Graham 
Rankin during the short July heatwave and now 
await painting.

MVS Humber Unit members with CVO Nick Spencer 
visited the project to check the engines and decide 
a date to do a full service in terms of changing oil, 
fuel and air filters.

Much more work will be carried out this summer 
under the supervision on Chris Todd who is 
managing the scheme for the MVS.

Fun on the River for Chernobyl Children with MVS Severn

MVS Severn Unit joined with Tewkesbury Sea Cadets to help give a party of children from the 
Chernobyl area a day out on the River Avon. 

Even though the nuclear disaster took place over 30 
years ago the area is still contaminated and causes 
many serious health problems.

Head of Unit Nic Price said, "Every Summer the 
charity Chernobyl Children's Project brings children 
to Britain for a recuperative holiday away from the 
contaminated area and we were pleased to support 
our local group. 

All the children are in remission from cancer and a 
holiday to the clean air in Britain helps boost their immune system helping them resist or 
recover from serious illnesses”.
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MVS to the Rescue on the Tyne

A routine training session of MVS Northumbria was interrupted when a request from the Port of 
Tyne was received to locate and gather information following reports of a vessel broken down and 
tied up on the Tyne.

Despite a thorough search, the vessel 
was no longer in the location given and 
the MVS was stood down.
The evening's training continued with 
the RIB "MVS Freemason" being used 
to conduct manoeuvres in the 
unrestricted speed area up river from 
the Tyne Bridges.

During one exercise, the Freemason 
identified a small speed boat drifting 
onto the mud banks.
A line was attached and the boat was 
towed more than two miles to the 
nearest safe berth.
The young lads in the boat were very appreciative of the MVS and thanked the team for their 
help.

MVS at Whitstable Harbour Day

Members of the Medway and Putney Units attended the Whitstable Harbour Day which attracted 
crowds of around 10,000 visitors.

The event which is managed by the 
harbour community and Whitstable 
Maritime, celebrates the town’s 
connections to the sea.

The crew met the public and raised 
around £600 in donations before taking 
the Lord Mayor and Mayoress of 
Canterbury out for a view of the sail 
barge race from the sea. 
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MVS Rushden leads training for Local Teams

MVS Rushden is an active part of the Northamptonshire Local Authority’s Local Resilience 
Forum and regularly takes part in county wide resilience exercises where Blue Light 
professionals work with volunteers. 

Members often provide training for other groups which has led to the Northants Lowland 
Search and Rescue and the Northants 4x4 Response Group significantly enhancing their 
capabilities in terms of water-based resilience working. 

The Northants Emergency Rescue 
Corps has now created a new team of 
trained First Responders and Water 
Technicians (yellow and red helmets) 
who liaise with MVS Rushden in order 
to provide support to the Northants Fire 
and Rescue Water Rescue Team. 

MVS Rushden is now training a team of 
ten drivers from the Northants 4x4 
Response Team in DEFRA bank-side 
operations at the Rushden Lakes 
development in the town. 

Long Service Medal for Dundee Member

MVS Dundee has hosted a visit from Chief Volunteer Officer Nick Spencer.
The CVO is touring the UK visiting units and took the opportunity to meet with local 
volunteers to explain the reasons for recent changes to the MVS management structure and 
operational procedures.
During the visit the CVO presented Volunteer Chief Petty Officer, Charles 'Ian' Cranmer with 
the Maritime Volunteer Service Long Service Medal.
Ian had served in the Royal Naval Auxiliary Service up until its disbandment and became a 
founding member of the Maritime Volunteer Service in Dundee back in 1994 and remains an 
active part of the unit. 
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New Engine for MVS Putney
MVS Putney has had a new engine mounted on 
Seax, the units Avon Searider RIB.
George Mellett, CPO Putney donated £1000 
towards the engine and handed the cheque to 
HoU Duncan Thomsen at a meeting of new and 
old recruits.
Also present were RVO Phil Collins, CVO Nick 
Spencer, treasurer Chris Dawson and Steve 
Collins, Acting HoU of the newly formed Kingston 
Unit.
The new engine will allow the unit to use Seax for 
training and patrols on the river.

Maritime Show brings Curlew Results
A company in the north east has donated two anodes to be used in the renovation of MVS 
Curlew. 

The Nelson 34 patrol launch is currently residing at 
Fiddlers Ferry Boat Yard near Warrington where a 
fully costed scheme of work has been drawn up. 
The donation came after a contact was made by 
Chris Todd at the SeaWork Exhibition in 
Southampton.
Chris travelled to South Shields to meet Adam 
Jackson, Metec's Sales Engineer who handed over 
the anodes.
“We were very happy to help assist with this 
scheme" said Adam "Metec wishes the MVS well 
with the scheme to refloat Curlew".

New Rescue Kit for MVS Rushden
The Rushden unit have been out on the water testing their newest piece of rescue equipment, 
a Sked Stretcher. 
The stretcher is ideal for all types of rescue, including confined space, horizontal and vertical 
lifting situations. 
The Unit was able to procure this vital piece of rescue equipment thanks to a Member 
Empowerment Fund Grant from East Northants Council. 
The head of water rescue for MVS Rushden, 
VCPO Paul (Rafter) Mills said, “this is a vital 
piece of rescue equipment that not only 
compliments our existing water rescue 
equipment but also with our land based 
activities such as urban disaster search & 
rescue”.
The Sked Stretcher also increase the 
capabilities for Northamptonshire Emergency 
Response Corps (NERC) the counties resilience 
organisation of which MVS Rushden are an 
active member.
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Day Skipper success for MVS Members

Three MVS members including MVS Chairman David Hughes have passed their RYA Day Skipper 
certifications aboard Londinium 1.

The last day saw them venturing into 
the Thames Estuary in Force 5-6 winds 
after navigating around the Isle of 
Sheppey via the Swale, giving 
Londinium 1's ship's bell a good 
sounding. 
Les Miller and Allan Eastham were also 
successful in obtaining the 
qualification.
The course was arranged by MVS 
Medway Unit, the second such course 
to take place for MVS members aboard 
the vessel since Londinium 1 has been 
in their custodianship. 
Contact Dep HoU Chris Rogers for 
details if you are interested in joining a 

future course: chris-j-rogers@hotmail.co.uk

Coffee Morning is Plain Sailing for MVS

. 
There was enough tea to sink a battleship when the kind-hearted residents of a Newcastle 
sheltered housing complex baked cakes and held a raffle in aid of the charity.

More than £250 was raised for the Northumbria Unit thanks to the efforts of residents of Iris 
Steedman House in Newcastle’s 
West End. 
One of the residents, June 
McDonald is a regular fund raiser 
for the unit as her son John is a 
member.
Head of Unit Angela Carrington 
said; “We couldn’t believe the 
buzz in the place, there were 
tombola’s, raffles and loads of 
cake. 
We are very grateful to all at Iris 
Steedman House as the money 
raised will help us to buy much 
needed equipment so that we can 
do our work on the region’s 
rivers.”
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Merchant Navy Day 3rd September 2019

To recognise Merchant Navy Day, Captain David Lockwood (Poole MVS Unit member) arranged for the 
Red Ensign to be flown on the Community Flagpole at Elvetham Heath, Fleet, near where he lives. This 
was arranged in conjunction with the Fleet branch of the Royal British Legion and the co-operation of 
Elvetham Heath Parish Council Executive Officer Jan Hyatt and Lucy Ivie Communications Officer.

The ceremony started with a short dedication as part of the Morning Worship in “The Church on the 
Heath” nearby and followed with the raising of the flag on the flagpole adjacent to the Community 
Centre. David read out a short passage about the Merchant Navy and how Merchant Navy day came 
about. It is an opportunity to remember that since 2000, Merchant Navy Day on 3rd September has 
honoured the brave men and women who kept our ‘Island Nation’ afloat during both World Wars. In 
WWll well over 30,000 sailors from 88 different nationalities lost their lives. It celebrates our 
dependence on modern day merchant seafarers who are responsible for 95% of the UK’s imports, 
including half the food we eat, plenty of the fuel we burn and virtually all the products and goods we 
take for granted! Flying the Red Ensign is to represent all Merchant Seaman as well as members of the 
fishing fleet from all nationalities sailing under all flags for peaceful commerce. Few people remember 
that it is also the day WWll started and the day the first civilian casualty of the war took place with the 
sinking of S.S. Athenia with the loss of 128 passengers and crew.

David then invited Air Marshall Tyack, Chair of the Fleet R.B.L. to read a short message from HRH The 
Earl of Wessex which reads:- ‘On this Merchant Navy Day, I very much hope you will support this 
campaign by Seafarers UK to remember the sacrifices, salute the courage and support the future of the 
often unsung personnel of our Merchant Navy.   Too often they are the forgotten or invisible service. By 
raising the Red Ensign you will ensure that at least on this day they are remembered.  Your act will 
mean so much to their families and to the retired, but most especially to those at sea’.

A small contingent of R.B.L members attended, with David’s family, including his father Peter also a 
Poole Unit member. Afterwards we all repaired across the road to the “de Haviland Arms”

Peter Lockwood – MVS Poole
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Patron
HRH Prince Michael of Kent GCVO KStJ

MVS Council
David Hughes: Chair of Council

Bob Gidden: Vice Chair

Les Miller   Graham Hedley  Sri Gutta   David Dobson      
John Spencer-Barnes  Liz Glare   Rodney Morgan  Andrea Gerrish    
Nick Spencer   Gill Hale   Glynis Northwood-Long        

National Officers

Chair of Council
David Hughes

Vice Chair of Council
Robert Gidden

Chief Volunteer Officer
Nicholas Spencer

National MVS 
Secretary
Graham Hedley

National MVS Treasurer
Les Miller

Director of Resilience
David Dobson

National MVS Website 
Editor

Adam Swires

Director of 
Communications
John Spencer-Barnes

Director of Training
Liz Glare

National MVS 
Marketing Manager

Angela Carrington

National MVS PR Officer
Keith Newman

National Admin Officer 
/ Newsletter Editor

Dave Spencer-Barnes
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National Health & 
Safety Advisor
Frank Burke

Regional Volunteer Officers

RVO South (E)
Richard Mercer

RVO Thames
Phil Collins

National MVS 
Registrar
Rhian Hardy

RVO NW England & 
N Wales

Giles Pepperell

AlexandAssistan

Assistant to the 
Company Secretary

Mark Dustin

RVO (Bristol 
Channel)
Gordon McDonald

RVO Central England
Andrew Smith

RVO South (W)
Frank Revill

National MVS Fleet 
Manager
Oliver Chasteauneuf
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RVO Scotland & 
Northern Ireland
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Facebook and Twitter

The MVS has an official Facebook page. Search for ‘Maritime Volunteer Service Official’ when you are 
logged in to find the group. You simply have to ‘like’ it to be kept up to date with the latest MVS news.

You can also get all the latest feeds by following us on Twitter @MVSHQ

MVS Contacts

Chairman    David Hughes   david.hughes@mvs.org.uk
Chief Volunteer Officer   Nick Spencer   nicholas.spencer@mvs.org.uk
National Secretary   Graham Hedley   secretary@mvs.org.uk
National Treasurer   Les Miller   treasurer@mvs.org.uk
Director of Resilience   David Dobson   david.dobson@mvs.org.uk
Director of Training   Liz Glare   liz.glare@mvs.org.uk
Director of Communications  John Spencer-Barnes  communications@mvs.org.uk
National PR Officer   Keith Newman   keith@highlightspr.co.uk
National Webmaster   David Hall    webmaster@mvs.org.uk

MVS Medical Officer   Dr. Nigel Garbutt  Tel:  01452 750128 / 07860716997
         tudor_cottage@btinternet.com
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