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Chairman’s Address

Dear Members and friends of the MVS

Another year draws to close. Thankfully it has been a productive one for our charity with few upsets.

Several new Units have either become operational or are in the process of setting up. One Unit that 
looked like closing has not only managed to continue but has bounced back strongly with an 
impressive record of engaging with the community during the summer season. As ever there has 
been a huge amount of hard work put in at all levels, Unit, operational management and Council, 
and that certainly includes all involved in the planning and successful running of the AGM.

So sincere thanks goes to everybody who has helped make 2019 a year to remember for the right 
reasons.

There are of course challenges and opportunities ahead of us. I intend to issue a New Year 
statement that will cover these in some detail.

But for now I suggest that we all focus on having a happy and relaxing festive season with family 
and friends. At my home town of Eastbourne the local East Sussex Unit will be having a social next 
week followed by a two week break and I suspect that will be the pattern around the country. Enjoy 
marking the completion of another good year with your fellow members. Then take a break and 
come back refreshed in 2020.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

David Hughes

National Chairman of the Maritime Volunteer Service.
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MVS Avocet to the Rescue

While out on patrol, MVS Poole rescued an 
anchored yacht in the middle of the small boat 
channel just off Diver Buoy.

The yacht had lost her rudder and was unable to 
navigate back to her mooring.

MVS Avocet undertook a tow, taking the vessel 
back to Lake Pier.

This was a reminder of how important it is to be 
aware of other water users in the harbour, as a 
number of vessels passing caused a wash while 
the crew tried to establish the tow.

Safety Boat Operation for MVS Putney at Kew  

MVS Putney have taken ownership of the RIB, 
Masterbrew from the Medway unit and have 
performed their first safety boat operation for the 
Kew Tidefest.

It was also the first-time river skippering by HoU 
Duncan Thomsen who was assisted by Alan 
Parkin, Adam Gonzalez and Gigi Goh.

The day was sunny with no conditions to be 
concerned with but there was plenty of traffic on 
the river to keep the unit on their toes.

Severn Unit Welcomed to Pershore River Festival by Mayor

The Tewkesbury based Severn Unit was invited to join in with the Avon Navigation Trust and 
take part in the Pershore River Festival which was 
the last local water festival of the Summer. 
Head of Unit Nic Price said, "We took four boats 
to Pershore and played a prominent part in the 
festival. 
As well as having our stand with various 
competitions we were asked to do fly pasts with 
our boats and our Water Display Team also 
performed. It was a very busy and successful 
weekend".
Picture: Severn Unit MVS members outside the 
unit stand with the Festival Chairman Cllr. Robert 
Gillmore, Mayor of Pershore, Cllr Chris Parsons 
and members of the local Police.
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Sailor John Takes to the Water after 37 Years

MVS Northumbria has helped a Falklands veteran and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) 
sufferer to relearn the ropes again in preparation for a once in a lifetime voyage on a tall ship.

John Mew from Dinnington was one of the 
survivors of the Argentinian attack on HMS 
Coventry in 1982 during the Falklands War. 
Following the war, John battled on in the Royal 
Navy and a subsequent career as a 
commercial diver without being aware that he 
was suffering from the condition.

Mental health and well-being coach Polly 
Brennan contacted the Unit to see if they 
could help John reconnect with the water as 
he is about to embark on an English Channel 
voyage on the tall ship Lord Nelson.

The unit took John out on their rigid inflatable boat “Northumberland Freemason” where he 
was given the opportunity to see Newcastle from the river and pilot the boat himself.
“I’m very grateful to the MVS for this river trip. It’s the first time I’ve steered a boat since 
HMS Coventry sank in 1982 and it’s a good confidence boost for going on the tall ship.’

Keith Newman, Deputy Head of Unit at MVS Northumbria was delighted to help John.
“What John went through in the South Atlantic is unimaginable. 
Now, everyone is aware of PTSD but then it was unheard of. 
He has battled for all these years and now thankfully he is getting the support he needs. 
It was very humbling and emotional to listen to John’s story and we wish him well on the tall 
ship voyage.”

MVS at Emergency Services Show in Birmingham

The MVS has again been represented at the Emergency Services Show which is held at the 
NEC in Birmingham. 

The event draws up to 8000 visitors and 450 
exhibitors. 

MVS Director of Resilience David Dobson said, 
“The event has become more popular each 
year and is a good shop window for talking 
about what we do.” 

MVS members from Rushden, Severn, Isle of 
Wight and HQ attended the event. 
Picture: Chris Todd meets an ‘animal’ friend at 
the British Animal Rescue and Trauma Care 
Association during the show.
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Poole Unit visits Maritime Simulation Centre in Southampton

Seven members of MVS Poole have visited the new 
maritime simulation centre at Solent University in 
Southampton.

They heard how the full mission simulation bridges were 
being used and what they were capable of doing.

They were also given a chance to operate the crane 
loading simulator and visited the engine control room 
simulator.

MVS Post Holder Training on the Thames
Despite Extinction Rebellion protests in London and rail disruptions, MVS members from as far afield 

as Dundee and Poole made it through to a National 
Post Holder Training Day in London.

The group met onboard HQS Wellington on the 
Thames to look at diverse topics covering financial, 
and membership matters along with general MVS 
policy and the issues concerning going afloat.

Chief Volunteer Officer Nick Spencer was supported 
by Director of Finance Les Miller and Director of 

Training Liz Glare.
The re-introduction of Post Holder Training for RVO’s will be extended to all HoU’s in due course.
Photo: Nick Spencer covers a legal point in his Going Afloat session.

MVS Members Support National Memorial Service
MVS Chair David Hughes and Putney Unit member George Mellett attended the National Service of 
Remembrance for those who have no grave but the sea. 

The annual service is held at All Hallows by the 
Tower, in London, and is organised by the 
Maritime Foundation, which was instrumental in 
setting up the MVS. 
The church was full and the congregation 
included families of those lost at sea and 
representatives of several maritime 
organisations. 
A special prayer of thanks was offered for the 
work of the MVS. 
Afterwards the two MVS members were 
approached by people from the congregation 
who wished to find out more about our charity.
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Severn Unit Rescue Stricken Yacht from Flood

When it was reported that a yacht had been washed down the flooded River Avon at Tewkesbury and 
was stuck fast under a bridge, Severn Unit was called out to see if they could help.

Head of Unit Nic Price said, “The yacht was on its 
side in the middle of the very swollen river after 
its mast got caught under the bailey bridge at 
Tewkesbury leaving it in a very dangerous and 
awkward position.

The boat had obviously floated off from the local 
sailing club when the river level rose so quickly 
overnight and it was still attached to its heavy 
trailer”.

The unit deployed its Rigiflex dinghy with MVS 
crew members Russ Davidson and David Wilson 
who got a long rope attached to it and eventually 
managed to free the boat and right it.

Working with staff from the Avon Navigation 
Trust and Tewkesbury Marina, other members of Severn Unit were able to pull the yacht and trailer 
to safety and make it fast for collection by the owners”. 

Trafalgar Night 2019 

Members of the MVS have been celebrating Trafalgar Night at events all around the country.

Severn Unit were honoured when the Tewkesbury Borough Mayor accepted an invitation to attend 
their 19th Trafalgar Night Dinner at Brown's Restaurant in the town.

Head of Unit Nic Price said, "We were very pleased to welcome Councillor Gill Blackwell as our 
principal guest and this is the first time the Borough Mayor has attended our Trafalgar Night 
Celebrations".

During the evening RVO and Unit Treasurer Gordon McDonald and Deputy Head of Unit Jane Thomas 
were presented with their 25 year long 
service awards by Avon Navigation 
Trust Director Paul Cronin.

The MVS also celebrated Trafalgar 
Night at the Hurlingham Yacht Club in 
Putney.

Thames RVO, Phil Collins led the 
proceedings and the immortal spirit 
prayer with George Mellett leading the 
singing of the shanties.

Twenty MVS members attended from 
Medway and Kingston.

MVS members from across the north 
attended the Humber Unit dinner at 
the Wortley House Hotel in 
Scunthorpe.
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More Training for MVS Putney

Putney MVS has been training under RVO Phil Collins in first aid to prepare old and new members 
to pass the RYA first aid course with a commercial endorsement.

Crew members said how much they enjoyed the course 
and found it extremely convenient because of classroom 
training at unit meetings.

The crew are especially grateful to firsttraining and 
Andy Barker for the help provided.

The training was attended by Duncan Thomsen HoU, 
Alan Parkin, Adam Gonzalez, Gigi Goh, Helen Charlton, 
Nick Banton, Niki Bayard and Stephen Hargrave.

Remembrance Sunday

MVS personnel from around the UK gathered at many venues to commemorate Remembrance 
Sunday.

MVS Northumbria again organised the annual 
Remembrance Sunday parade of sail on the River 
Tyne.
Hundreds of people gathered at the busy Newcastle 
Quayside Market and on the Millennium Bridge to 
watch the moving tribute.
In Gloucestershire MVS Severn took part in the 
Tewkesbury Remembrance Parade.
Head of Unit Nic Price said, "Severn Unit took part in 
the Remembrance Parade through Tewkesbury and 
hundreds of people lined the streets to watch and 
join in the service at the Cenotaph which followed a 
church service in the Abbey."



Severn Unit Keeps Navigation Clear

After all the rain that fell since September the River 
Avon has been almost continuously in flood for many 
weeks. 
A great deal of debris has been washed down the river 
including logs and whole trees which have piled up 
around King John's Bridge at Tewkesbury and created 
large rafts of wood and vegetation. 
Head of Severn Unit Nic Price said "The Unit has been 
out in our boats on a number of occasions to try and 
keep the main navigation arch free of debris to ensure 
safe navigation.
So far the Winter has been very busy for the Unit as we 
have been on full flood alert with Avon Navigation Trust for months and we have also had several 
incidents involving loose boats which needed rescuing". 
Pictured: Head of Unit Nic Price with David Wilson and Will Fish out on the River Avon clearing a 
raft of debris from King John's Bridge.

First Aid Success for Isle of Wight

Four IOW unit members have recently completed and 
passed their FAA Level 3 Award in Emergency First Aid at 
Work.

Lynn Ashby, John Hrachovec and David Dobson are 
pictured with their Certificates.

Christmas Toys in Warrington

As usual at this time of year MVS Registrar Chris 
Todd has avoided writing Christmas Cards to all his 
friends in the MVS by visiting the Neonatal Unit at 
Warrington Hospital with a gift for the new arrivals 
at Christmas.
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HMS Prince of Wales Sails into Portsmouth

The MVS AGM in Portsmouth was interrupted to witness HMS Prince of Wales, the Royal 
Navy’s second and newest aircraft carrier sailing into its home port for the first time.

MVS Assists Moving Ship in Bristol Harbour

MVS Bristol members have assisted the Jubilee Sailing Trust in moving their decommissioned 
square-rigged sail training ship, STS Lord Nelson in the Bristol Floating Harbour. 

Lord Nelson is moored alongside the M Shed museum in the city and had to be moved so 
that her berth could be surveyed before being returned. 

Volunteers from MVS Bristol, MVS Cardiff and the Pride of Bristol Trust provided help to the 
JST crew and to Bristol Harbour staff by handling the mooring lines during the moves.
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Facebook and Twitter

The MVS has an official Facebook page. Search for ‘Maritime Volunteer Service Official’ when you are 
logged in to find the group. You simply have to ‘like’ it to be kept up to date with the latest MVS news.

You can also get all the latest feeds by following us on Twitter @MVSHQ

MVS Contacts

Chairman    David Hughes   david.hughes@mvs.org.uk
Chief Volunteer Officer   Nick Spencer   nicholas.spencer@mvs.org.uk
National Secretary   Graham Hedley   secretary@mvs.org.uk
National Treasurer   Les Miller   treasurer@mvs.org.uk
Director of Resilience   David Dobson   david.dobson@mvs.org.uk
Director of Training   Liz Glare   liz.glare@mvs.org.uk
Director of Communications  John Spencer-Barnes  communications@mvs.org.uk
National PR Officer   Keith Newman   keith@highlightspr.co.uk
National Webmaster   David Hall   webmaster@mvs.org.uk
MVS Medical Officer   Dr. Nigel Garbutt  Tel:  01452 750128 / 07860716997
         tudor_cottage@btinternet.com
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