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Chairman’s Address

Dear MVS Volunteers
Well, we have got to the end of 2020 at last, a year the like of which nobody could 
have predicted. It goes without saying that it has been a tough year. We have lost 
one of our fellow volunteers to Covid-19 and several have been very ill with this 
horrible disease. But it could have been much worse. That nobody, as far as I know, 
has contracted the virus while undertaking MVS activities is a testament to the 
discipline (principally self-discipline) and common sense of all of you.

The pandemic put us in a position none of us could have imagined. Instead of being 
able to spring into action to assist in the worst peacetime emergency we have 
experienced in our lifetimes, the harsh reality was that our first duty was to prevent 
our own members, two thirds of whom are over sixty, from themselves becoming 
victims of the disease. Many MVS members volunteered as individuals to assist in 

programmes such as NHS Volunteers but the MVS’s one initial role was to keep the Portsmouth Unit’s launch Arkwright 
on standby to take government officials to the Isle of Wight if necessary under a long-standing MoU.

Once restrictions began to be lifted a clear need for our expertise and resources became apparent when there was an 
explosion of leisure activity around the coast and on inland waterways. Many going afloat were doing so for the first 
time and had no understanding of the basic safety rules and there was a chaotic situation in many places.

From June a number of Units played a key role in providing safety patrols, a role we are now actively pursuing nationally 
and which helps port authorities meet their obligations under the government’s Port Marine Safety Code (PMSC). Our 
Units operated their craft according to Covid-secure protocols in several ports and rivers and were involved in assisting 
swimmers, kayakers, boaters and others in difficulty on numerous numerous occasions. We don’t enforce the rules or 
put ourselves forward as a rescue organisation. However port authorities around the UK are increasingly aware of the 
value of safety patrols that provide advice, help keep leisure craft away from commercial vessel movements, report 
dangers and incidents and assist those in difficulty when necessary.

During the past year our role in providing safety patrols has developed rapidly, perhaps unexpectedly so in the current 
circumstances. Environmental protection fits in well with safety work and I am hopeful that we will make similar 
progress there in 2021.

We have been called out in emergencies. Bristol Unit assisted when a sluice gate failure on the River Avon resulted in 
the sinking of a large number of craft, and, breaking news, as I write this, Rushden Unit is mobilising to assist 
Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue Service evacuate residents of properties affected by flash floods.

Another real positive that has come out of the pandemic emergency has been that the MVS has learnt how to use 
information technology to carry on with training, and to hold everything together. Very importantly the MVS Facebook 
page has been re-energised and a national email newsletter has played major part in maintaining morale and keeping us 
all in touch with each other – probably more so than in ‘normal times’. One Unit has had to close as direct result of 
Covid-19 and a few members have drifted away. In the circumstances that is not surprising. What is perhaps is perhaps 
surprising and certainly heartening, is that we have new Units in the process of being formed and several Units have 
found they are still attracting recruits despite the restrictions under which they having to operate at present.

Council and MVS management at all levels have also become adept at meeting virtually, generally courtesy of Zoom. A 
lot has been going on in the background that will strengthen our charity as we go forward. Not least is the publication of 
the new National Training Pathway which will make delivering consistent training around the whole MVS much easier. 

So now, as we look ahead, the national situation once again looks like being very difficult for some months before the 
vaccination programme allows a gradual return to normality. Now is the time to do what we can to prepare for being 
operational, we hope, some time in the Spring or Summer. Meanwhile, I’m sorry to say, it looks the instructions will once 
again be to batten down the hatches and be extra careful as the new variant virus spreads across the country.

Finally I would like say a big thank you to Council, CVO and all line managers and national staff for the huge amount of 
hard work they have put in during this awful year. Another massive thank you goes to you the members for sticking with 
our charity through difficult times. Let us look forward to a much better 2021.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

David Hughes
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Police investigation after stowaway found in Dundee

The Dundee Unit has 
assisted Police Scotland 
after a man was found to be 
on board a vessel at Dundee 
Port.

An onboard search resulted 
in the discovery of an 
intruder who had broken 
into the Abertay tug and 
had been living aboard 
without permission.

The unit had previously 
used the tug for training 
purposes so they were 
asked for assistance as they 
knew their way around the vessel. 

The request came after a RHIB owned by Tay Maritime Action Charity was stolen from Tayport 
marina and was seen alongside the tug in the tidal basin.

MVS Pays Tribute on the Tyne

Members of the 
Northumbria Unit have 
paid their respects to 
those who served and 
sacrificed their lives in 
service to the country.
The MVS have 
organised a parade of 
sail on Remembrance 
Sunday at Newcastle’s 
Quayside for the past 
seven years but this 
year due to COVID 
restrictions, they 
decided to cancel the 

event and lay poppy wreaths in key parts of the River Tyne.
The wreaths were placed in the Tyne at Newcastle Quayside, Gateshead Millennium Bridge, 
North Shields Fish Quay and the Herd Groyne at South Shields with a blessing from unit padre 
John McDonald.
Head of Unit Angela Carrington said: ‘This year we can’t go ahead with the flotilla as normal 
but it’s important for the people in this region to see that everyone involved in the maritime 
community on the river still cares.”
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Cleaning the river in Northamptonshire

MVS Rushden has taken part in a big 
clean-up of the River Nene in 
Northamptonshire.

The event was organized by Nenescape, a 
local organisation which aims to protect 
the natural heritage of the landscape.

The team worked on a section of the 
River Nene between Beckets Park and the 
Carlsberg brewery over two days and 
cleared large amounts of rubbish from the 
river bank.

In order to keep everyone safe there were 
limited numbers taking part who all 
maintained social bubbles and distancing.

Severn Unit Member helps with Poppy Appeal

Before the start of the second lockdown, Severn Unit member William Fish volunteered to help the 
local Tewkesbury branch of the Royal British Legion with the annual Poppy Appeal and manned the 
stall in the town for a number of days.  

Will collected over £3,300 
this year which is a 
remarkable achievement as 
the national figures for 
collections are down due to 
COVID-19.

Head of Unit Nic Price said, "I 
know how grateful the Royal 
British Legion is to Will for his 
help selling poppies every 
year but with the COVID-19 
restrictions this year it has 
been even more difficult.   

In order to comply with 
safety regulations this year a 
contactless payment machine 
was used and people were 
very generous with their 
support."

Pictured: Will Fish on the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal stall in Tewkesbury High Street before 
Lockdown.
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Prestigious Accolade for Chief Volunteer Officer

We are delighted to announce that the dedication and passion of our Chief Volunteer Officer, Captain 
Nicholas Spencer, has been recognised at 
the highest level with the award of the 
Merchant Navy Medal. 

The medal is awarded to those who are 
serving or have served in the Merchant 
Navy and fishing fleets of the UK, Isle of 
Man or Channel Islands for exemplary 
service and devotion to duty, rewarding 
those who have set an outstanding 
example to others.

Captain Spencer has been Chief Volunteer 
Officer since 2018 and has led by example 
visiting most of the UK’s 26 active units 
and participating both at strategic and 
operational levels within the charity. 

His career at sea included being a ferry master (much of the time on challenging Irish Sea routes), a 
ferry company superintendent and a Mostyn pilot. 

David Hughes, Chair of Council of the MVS said: “We are incredibly lucky to have Nick as our CVO 
and we are exceptionally proud of his attainment of the Merchant Navy Medal. He is an example to 
us all and a credit to the MVS, the Merchant Navy and himself.” 

Photo Shows:  L to R Rear Admiral Andy Kyte, Assistant Chief of the Defence Staff (Logistic 
Operations), Captain Nick Spencer Chief Volunteer Officer MVS and MVS Chair David Hughes at an 
MVS event in 2019 at All Hallows London

Christmas Toys for Warrington

Despite the current restrictions during 
the pandemic, Chris Todd our 
Headquarters Manager was still able to 
drop off a special delivery of toys for 
the Neonatal Unit in Warrington.  

“I have long thought that there must be 
something better than writing Christmas 
Cards that would end up in a bin" said 
Chris "So I hit on the idea of giving 
some toys to the Neonatal Unit a few 
years back and I am really pleased we 
can still deliver them, even if it meant a 
cold, damp outdoor drop off. 

The staff at The Entertainer in Golden 
Square were great in choosing the toys 
for me and honestly I didn't sneak in 
one for myself”.

Photo: Chris outside the Volunteer hub with Helen Higginson the Volunteer Coordinator.

5

.



Maritime Day Out: Portsmouth 

Note: The MVS is not recommending that you make any trips that would contravene coronavirus 
restrictions in your area.

Many members of the MVS will be familiar 
with Portsmouth as possibly the finest 
maritime day out in the country.

Portsmouth naval base is the oldest in the 
Royal Navy, and it has played an important 
part in the defence of the British Isles for 
centuries. 

At one time it was the largest industrial site 
in the world and is home to one of the oldest 
drydocks anywhere.

The focal point for visitors is the National 
Museum of the Royal Navy at Portsmouths 
Historic Dockyard which showcases life at sea over the past 400 years.

It contains many naval treasures including, 

* The raised wreck of the Mary Rose which is in the new Mary Rose building. 

* HMS Victory, Nelson's flagship at Trafalgar, which (whilst still being in commission) is also open to 
the public.

* HMS Warrior (1860), the first ocean-going Ironclad which is now moored in the dockyard.

* The National Museum of the Royal Navy, Portsmouth which is one of the world's leading maritime 
museums.

The Royal Marines Museum is due to relocate to the Historic Dockyard and was scheduled to reopen 
in 2019, but due to a funding shortage this has now been delayed, probably until 2022.
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The Portsmouth Naval Base Property Trust has been looking to extend the area of the Historic 
Dockyard to cover Dry Docks 4 and 5 and the historic Block Mills building but the Ministry of 
Defence say this will not happen for some time due to the site's proximity to the proposed berth of 
the new Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers.

At the time of writing (Christmas 2020) the museum is closed until the new year following the move 
of Portsmouth and Gosport into Tier 3 of COVID-19 restrictions.

Elsewhere in the city you can find Old Portsmouth, the area covered by the original medieval town. 
The area contains many historic buildings including Portsmouth Cathedral, the Square Tower and 
Round Tower and Point Barracks, Portsmouth Point and the entrance to the Harbour. 

George Villiers, the Duke of Buckingham was assassinated in the Greyhound Pub in 1628. 

The area also has several historic pubs including the Bridge Tavern, Still and West, Spice Island Inn, 
and the Dolphin.
The area is also home to Portsmouth's small fishing fleet and fish market at Camber docks.

The Portsmouth waterfront is also home to the shopping centre at Gunwharf Quays.
It was constructed on the site of what had been HM Gunwharf, Portsmouth. 
This was one of several such facilities which were established around Britain and the Empire by the 
Board of Ordnance, where cannons, ammunition and other armaments were stored, repaired and 
serviced ready for use on land or at sea. 
It was later known as HMS Vernon, the military site closed in 1995, and opened to the public as 
Gunwharf Quays after six years of reconstruction which included the restoration of some of the 
surviving 18th and 19th-century buildings. 
The landmark Spinnaker Tower, which also stands on the site, was opened a few years later. 
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Facebook and Twitter

The MVS has an official Facebook page. Search for ‘Maritime Volunteer Service Official’ when you are 
logged in to find the group. You simply have to ‘like’ it to be kept up to date with the latest MVS news.

You can also get all the latest feeds by following us on Twitter @MVSHQ

MVS Contacts

Chairman    David Hughes   david.hughes@mvs.org.uk
Chief Volunteer Officer   Nick Spencer   nicholas.spencer@mvs.org.uk
National Secretary   Mark Dustin   secretary@mvs.org.uk
National Treasurer   Les Miller   treasurer@mvs.org.uk
Director of Resilience   David Dobson   david.dobson@mvs.org.uk
Director of Training   Liz Glare   liz.glare@mvs.org.uk
Director of Communications  John Spencer-Barnes  communications@mvs.org.uk
National PR Officer   Keith Newman   keith@highlightspr.co.uk
National Webmaster   David Hall   webmaster@mvs.org.uk
MVS Medical Officer   Dr. Nigel Garbutt  Tel:  01452 750128 / 07860716997
         tudor_cottage@btinternet.com
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