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Chairmans End of Year Report

Since the publication of the last Newsletter the MVS has held its 2021 AGM. This years meeting 
was held in London at Cayzer House, the home of our sponsor, Caledonia Investments Charitable 
Foundation and we thank them for their hospitality.

A minutes silence was held for Michael Howard (Severn Unit) and Les White (Humber Unit) who 
have crossed the bar in the past 12 months. We offer our condolences to those they leave 
behind.

This years meeting was also broadcast online. Thanks go to Angela Carrington for her work on 
the technical side which presented significantly more of a challenge than our first online AGM in 2020.

Despite another difficult year due to Coronavirus, the charity more than survived and indeed came out stronger in many 
ways.

I must also thank the team who have been on Council over the past year. They have all worked hard to ensure that the 
MVS not only continued to function during very difficult times but also managed to put together and start to implement 
a ‘5 Year Plan’ that will see us emerging as a much stronger and more effective charity.

Council operates as the governing body and its trustee members also carry out the management functions required to 
run the charity. We have found this structure works better than, as previously, having a committee of management. The 
downside is that all members of Council (who of course are unpaid volunteers who do this in their spare time) have a 
really heavy workload.

All of the trustees more than pulled their weight but I feel I must say that our CVO Nick Spencer has played a pivotal 
role in keeping the MVS going through the tough times and in strengthening the management structure to ensure all 
activities are performed safely. Nick has been working more or less full time for the MVS, has visited almost every Unit 
at least once and has done much to reinforce the message that we are a single national charity. Thank you Nick and 
Council.

No trustees have stepped down during the year and we now have an additional trustee on board. Alex Nunns brings a 
wealth of relevant experience as a both volunteer with a number of charities and a career in management. Alex has 
already taken on tasks that make use of his IT knowledge and his understanding of the need for a charity to 
demonstrate diversity.

On the subject of new people coming in to support the MVS, I am delighted to announce that we have a new Vice 
Patron, Rosemary Dymond. We are honoured that Rosemary, a Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Kent, has offered to give up 
some of her valuable time to support us.

This is of course the second year that has been dominated by Covid-19 and during which another two lock downs 
disrupted normal life for everybody and brought untold personal grief and misery to many. We now have the uncertainty 
of the new Omicron variant but in general the MVS has had a much more active year.

Council’s initial response in the early months of the pandemic was to stop all physical activities. That has had a silver 
lining in that we are now much more adept at using information technology than we ever were before. In fact two years 
ago I couldn’t have told you what Zoom was. Now online meetings are the norm for us and have greatly improved the 
efficiency of our management structure and also shown how effective online learning can be. This use of electronic 
communications has permanently changed how we operate, both at Unit level and Council/HQ.

After a few months we relaxed the ‘no activities’ approach slightly to allow the possibility of the MVS being called upon 
by the authorities for their specific skills and assets.

Last Christmas, Rushden Unit (which is now Nene Unit) demonstrated how the MVS can make a difference when it was 
called out to assist with flood rescues over Christmas. They were called out twice and by themselves rescued several 
people in the dark and cold of Christmas night and assisted in a major rescue at a flooded caravan site on Boxing Day. 
Moreover just a few weeks ago Nene Unit was called out by the police to undertake a search of a stream for a missing 
person. In the event it appears that the person had managed get out of the water on their own but the incident shows 
that the authorities now have confidence in the Unit’s flood response and search and rescue expertise.
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More generally Units around the country had a much more active summer in 2021 than in 2020. It is particularly 
noteworthy that we are now providing safety patrols in more and more locations. In rivers we are now building up 
relationships with local authorities and the Environment Agency while in ports we contribute to the implementation of 
the Marine Port Safety Code.

It has been apparent to Council for some time that we needed to develop a long term business plan to take the charity 
forward. We needed a coordinated approach regarding improving our training capability and greatly increasing our 
operational effectiveness, including expanding our presence around the whole of the UK. To do this needed funds and 
you all know that throughout our, still quite short, history we have been short of funds.

The sponsorship of the Caledonia Investments Charitable Trust is a game changer. 

I think perhaps the best way of looking at this sponsorship is that it is about much more than just money. If we use the 
funds and the resources that are being made available wisely we can do the things that will allow us to grow and set us 
on a sustainable path for the future. That means, among other things, securing additional long term funding sources and 
hopefully other sponsors. We also need to consider carefully whether a charity shop could be part of the mix.

At the moment some of the funds are being used to get Units though the current difficult times, and fund raising 
opportunities have been very limited, by paying the current year’s Unit craft insurance. However most will be used to 
raise the skill and qualification level of our members and develop our in-house training capability.

We are all very much aware of the still unfolding migrant tragedy in the Channel. As I said a year ago I had been in 
discussion about the MVS taking on some of the inflatables and outboard motors. Unfortunately that has still not 
happened, but I can say that our public affairs specialist and external trustee, Jordan Meade, has been busy making 
sure people at the top of government are aware of the case for allowing charities such as the MVS to make good use of 
the boats. In that connection I can tell you that the MVS was mentioned favourably in the House of Lords.

Finally I would like to say something about we how work together, about the culture of the MVS. We are all volunteers 
and we give freely of our time. As mariners we rely on each other and there must be mutual trust. And there is a 
genuine camaraderie within the MVS.

We say we are a disciplined organisation and that is indeed true. Operating craft safely requires a clear chain of 
command, afloat and ashore. Our approach rightly incorporates some of the best aspects of RN and MN
practice and traditions. However we need to be careful not to confuse that with a rigid military style or approach. We are 
a civilian charity and we don’t bark out orders – except occasionally to get somebody out of danger – and we must be 
inclusive.

Nobody has to be a member and if they don’t feel comfortable with us they will vote with their feet. Expanding our 
membership will take a conscious effort to welcome recruits from all backgrounds. Every Unit needs to look carefully at 
itself and ask what its current members need to do to build up numbers and become more effective in delivering our 
charitable aims.

We have gone through a rough period due to covid and fared much better than perhaps we could have expected. We 
have even grown our numbers a little, which is some feat in the circumstances. But, crucially, we are now at the start of 
a new chapter. We have the means to turn the MVS into an organisation which fully lives up to the expectations of its 
founders back in 1994. I am confident that if we all pull together we can achieve this.

I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous 2022

Thank you

David Hughes

MVS Chair
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A Message from the CVO

We have reached another Christmas without any of our active 
membership succumbing to Covid-19, even though some have had to 
weather their own particular storm managing to navigate out of it albeit 
with some of their rigging frayed.

The experience we have gained through 18 months of following careful 
procedures has sustained us - we are aware of how the vigilance must 
be kept up, difficult though it can be at times. The support for one 
another is obviously part of seeing us through and it works.

As a lifelong seafarer my thoughts often turn towards those for whom 
Christmas will be at sea and many will have been there for far too long 
courtesy of the world-wide pandemic.

Twenty-one years ago my ship’s company were undertaking the delivery of a new build from Japan 
to Liverpool (HoU Colchester was the Navigator) during which I was tasked with sending a daily 
report back home whose content had to contain ‘limited nautical jargon’.
Written some 12 hours before entering the Red Sea.

Day 12: Sunday December 24th
Christmas Eve, 2000. Appropriate perhaps that we are approaching the Middle East; the BBC World 
Service on short wave 17640 kHz reminding us that turmoil still exists here. We don’t catch sight of 
it at 40 miles distant, but we are aware of the land with our first sighting of birds along with our 
regular companions of flying fish, dolphins and tuna. Our life continues to follow shipboard routine 
but thoughts now turn to home. The satellite must be awake tonight for our messages, from us to 
you and back again. Christmas Eve, no breeze, the warmth of the night, the weight of the stars and 
still our thoughts turn to home.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

London Training with RNLI

MVS Putney has been training with Chiswick RNLI.

The unit was called in to help the lifesaving charity 
to practice towing procedures on a stretch of the 
River Thames near Fulham Railway Bridge.

Hou, Duncan Thomsen, Phil Morgan and new 
recruit, Michelle Akintoye attended for the MVS.

The unit learned how to hitch to the correct points 
on stricken craft and took the opportunity to 
practice knots and radio communication
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Caledonia Foundation Visitors Receive VIP Treatment
Three visitors from the organisation which has 
sponsored the MVS with a three-year £75,000 per 
annum financial donation were treated to a VIP style 
reception by Kingston Unit members during a morning 
on the River Thames.

The visitors were invited by MVS HQ to attend a Unit 
to meet members and learn more about the 
organisation.

The crew outlined all about who we are and what we 
do before demonstrating rescue equipment and 
undertaking a person in the water drill.
The visitors then had the opportunity to try it out for 
themselves.

Deputy HoU, James Deller said: “It was a fantastic visit and we did the Unit proud”.
Unit member, Sarah Ebarhart provided signed copies of her book, Blue Light to the visitors as a 
momento of their visit

Busy Autumn for Severn Unit
October was a busy month for the Tewkesbury based Severn Unit as they were called out to assist 
two different types of boats.

Early in the month they went to the aid of a 
55ft narrowboat which was visiting the Avon 
and was on her return trip to Sharpness when 
she broke down near the Worcestershire 
village of Bredon.
On one of the wettest afternoons of the year, 
members of the unit located the boat tied to a 
bush in a field and successfully towed the 
vessel to a safe mooring down river at 
Twyning to await an engineer.

A week later, the Unit towed a 10-ton classic 
1960’s 32ft Rampart Motor Yacht from 
Tewkesbury to Upton upon Severn.

The boat ‘Doncella’ had engine problems and couldn’t make the journey under her own propulsion.

Head of Unit Nic Price said, “This was a very involved and difficult tow as we had to manoeuvre the 
boat under the small King John’s Bridge and then through Avon Lock.
Minerva was used as the escort and safety boat for the trip to ensure safe passage from the Avon 
and up the Severn to Upton Marina.”

Picture: Classic Rampart Motor Yacht Doncella in Avon Lock before being towed up the Severn.
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Members of MVS Humber have received their RYA First Aid 
certificates after completing a course with MVS HQ trainer 
Chris Todd.

The presentation took place at Thorne Sea Cadets boathouse 
which is used by MVS Humber for waterborne activities.

It means that the majority of Humber Unit members are now 
first aid qualified.

20th Trafalgar Night Dinner for Severn Unit

Severn Unit were joined by local councillor Gill Blackwell for 
their 20th Trafalgar Night Dinner at Brown’s Restaurant in 
Tewkesbury.

Head of Unit Nic Price said, “We were pleased to welcome 
visitors from both the Bristol and Cardiff Units and we 
thank Peter Godwin from the Royal Naval Association for 
proposing the Toast to the Immortal Memory and giving 
such a detailed account of many naval engagements.

During the evening, Head of Seamanship Tim Huckvale 
presented Will Fish with the Unit “Seamanship Award” and 
Paul Cronin from the Avon Navigation Trust was invited to 
become an Honorary Member of the Unit and presented with a certificate and MVS Wall Shield.

Picture: HOU Nic Price presenting Paul Cronin with his Honorary Member Certificate.

Parade of Sail on Tyne to mark Remembrance Sunday

A flotilla of boats set sail on the Tyne for the annual parade to mark Remembrance Sunday which is 
organised by the MVS.

Spectators lined the banks of the river to watch 
the poignant parade which included a wreath-
laying and two-minute silence at 11am.

It was the ninth annual tribute organised by the 
Northumbria Unit which lead the procession of 
small boats.

Angela Carrington, head of the MVS unit, said: 
“Our tribute to the fallen attracts more people 
each year and we are proud to pay our respects 
in this unique way”. 

More First Aid Qualifications for Humber
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MVS attends Remembrance Day at Tower Hill

Four members of MVS Putney attended Remembrance Day 
at the Merchant Navy War Memorial at Tower Hill in London.
George Mellett, Chris Dawson, Frank Wells, and Phil Morgan-
Anstee laid a wreath on behalf of the MVS in the Sunken 
Garden.
The Tower Hill Memorial commemorates men and women of 
the Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets who died in both 
World Wars and who have no known grave.
The memorial stands at the front of seafaring charity Trinity 
House.
Both George and Chris served in the RN and MN and were 
warmly welcomed by all at Trinity House. 

MVS Nene assist with Police Search

MVS Nene in Northamptonshire were called to attend to a 
person seen entering a stream near Corby Boating Lake and 
disappearing.

Police had already checked the area before the team arrived.

The in-depth search reinforced the police conclusion that the 
person had disappeared from view and left the area without 
being observed.

Christmas Toys for Warrington Hospital

Headquarters Manager Chris Todd has continued his support for the Neonatal Unit at Warrington 
Hospital for a fifth year.
Chris who was a security specialist at the hospital 
has been involved in ensuring that some of the 
smallest patients have a gift in their cot on 
Christmas morning.
He started donating teddies in 2017 and says, 
“instead of buying Christmas cards I have used the 
money to donate to different charities and in 2017 
I decided to buy something to give to a local 
cause.
I wanted to make sure the money was used locally, 
so I bought some Zac the Zebra toys to be given to 
the children in our local Neonatal unit.
That has now become a tradition.”

Photo: Chris with Diane Eastburn, WHH Charity Administrator.
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Patron
HRH Prince Michael of Kent GCVO KStJ

MVS Council

David Hughes: Chair of Council

Martyn Sharp: Vice Chair

Les Miller   Graham Hedley  David Dobson   Angela Carrington     
John Spencer-Barnes  Liz Glare   Mark Dustin   Nick Spencer 

Jordan Meade   Bob Symons   Alex Nunns          

National Officers

Chair of Council
David Hughes

Vice Chair of Council
Martyn Sharp

Chief Volunteer Officer
Nicholas Spencer

National MVS 
Secretary
Mark Dustin

Director of Finance
Les Miller

Director of Resilience
David Dobson

National MVS Website 
Editor

Adam Swires

Director of 
Communications
John Spencer-Barnes

Director of Training
Liz Glare

National MVS 
Marketing Manager

Angela Carrington

National MVS PR Officer
Keith Newman

National Admin Officer 
/ Newsletter Editor

Dave Spencer-Barnes
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National Health & 
Safety Advisor
Kevin Gray

Regional Volunteer Officers

RVO South (E)
Richard Mercer

RVO Thames
Paul Marlow

MVS Membership 
Secretary

David Scotford

RVO NW England & 
N Wales

Giles Pepperell

AlexandAssistan

MVS Headquarters 
Manager

Chris Todd

RVO (Bristol 
Channel)
Gordon McDonald

RVO Central England
Andrew Smith

RVO South (W)
Frank Revill

National MVS Fleet 
Manager
Oliver Chasteauneuf

9

RVO Scotland & 
Northern Ireland
Vacant

Medical Officer
Dt. Nigel Garbut

National Specialist 
Officer - Polution 
Control
John Allam



Facebook and Twitter

The MVS has an official Facebook page. Search for ‘Maritime Volunteer Service Official’ when you are 
logged in to find the group. You simply have to ‘like’ it to be kept up to date with the latest MVS news.

You can also get all the latest feeds by following us on Twitter @MVSHQ

MVS Contacts

Chairman    David Hughes   david.hughes@mvs.org.uk
Chief Volunteer Officer   Nick Spencer   nicholas.spencer@mvs.org.uk
National Secretary   Mark Dustin   secretary@mvs.org.uk
National Treasurer   Les Miller   treasurer@mvs.org.uk
Director of Resilience   David Dobson   david.dobson@mvs.org.uk
Director of Training   Liz Glare   liz.glare@mvs.org.uk
Director of Communications  John Spencer-Barnes  communications@mvs.org.uk
National PR Officer   Keith Newman   keith@highlightspr.co.uk
National Webmaster   David Hall   webmaster@mvs.org.uk
MVS Medical Officer   Dr. Nigel Garbutt  Tel:  01452 750128 / 07860716997
         tudor_cottage@btinternet.com
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