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From the Director of Communications

Hello everyone,

I thought it would be useful to give you an update on what we are doing in 
the communications team.

One of our main goals is to grow awareness of the MVS nationally and to do 
this we post our latest stories and information on social media.
If you have a Facebook or Twitter account it would be appreciated if you 
could share our posts. This increases the number of people who see our 
postings and increases awareness of what we do.

When it comes to stories, the main type that gets shared are stories about people and not
usually stories about boats and equipment.
Stories that celebrate who we are, what we have done and the people that are responsible for 
making things happen and making a real difference in the lives of others.
.
We also want to hear from units who would like to feature in the MVS promotional video which will 
be produced next year.
Ideally, we want a good spread of units from across the country, even better if we can shoot at an 
iconic location in your area.

Next year will be the second National MVS Day to be held on the first Saturday in June.
This gives us an opportunity to get national publicity and increase our profile in local communities.

You can do whatever you want to take part in your local area such as:
An open day, to allow public visits to our unit or vessels.
Launch a new project such as environmental or community initiatives.
Demonstrate nautical skills on the water or ashore.
Present long service medals to those qualifying and invite local press along.
Invite a local TV or radio crew for a voyage down your local river or waterway.

Make your plans as soon as possible and invite the press about a month in advance so you can
get the event into news diaries.
You can get advice on this from the communications team.

We also want units to suggest one member from their group so we can do a series of case
studies.
We’re looking for people who have an interesting story to tell.
Such as how the MVS has changed their lives or what they have done for the local community.
We need a good photo and for them to answer some questions.
These will be used on the website, in the newsletter, on social media and for marketing.

John Spencer-Barnes
Director of Communications
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New President of the MVS

At a reception held at Cayzer House, Admiral, The Rt Hon. The Lord West of Spithead GCB DSC PC 
was installed as Honorary President of the Maritime Volunteer Service.
In this role, the former First Sea Lord and Chief of the Naval Staff, will act as an ambassadorial 
figurehead of the charity.  
Speaking on behalf of the MVS National Council, MVS Chair David Hughes said: “We are immensely 
proud that Admiral, Lord West has been installed as our Honorary President. 
This appointment marks an important moment in our charity’s history, and we look forward to 
working with Admiral, Lord West to meet our charitable objectives. 
The National Council of the Maritime Volunteer Service would like to thank Admiral, Lord West for 
supporting our cause of serving maritime communities across the UK.”

Upon becoming Honorary President of the Maritime Volunteer Service, Admiral, The Rt Hon. The Lord 
West of Spithead GCB DSC PC said: “We are an island nation encompassed by the sea on which we 
depend for our wealth and security; and the world has become a more dangerous and unstable 
place. 
There is a need for resilience and organisations that can help provide it. 
The MVS is one such organisation and I have been involved in the periphery of the RNXS that was 
and the MVS as it has morphed and changed. 
As in all such organisations it depends on the splendid men and women who volunteer to train future 
generations and protect our harbours and coastline. 
It is a great honour to become their President.”
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MVS Kingston was given the prestigious duty of being the official river transport of the borough’s 
civic party to the annual Dragon Boat Race and community fair.

The Unit has built up a strong 
relationship with the Kingston upon 
Thames Council since being formed. 

Deputy Head of Unit, James Deller 
said: “It was a fantastic opportunity 
and privilege to engage with popular 
mayor, Councillor Yogan Yoganathan 
MBE, his deputy, Councillor Nicola 
Nardelli, and his consort. 

We also managed to give the civic 
party the best seats in the house as 
we were able to slow to stop at the 
finish so they could see the dragon 
boats cross the line”. 

The mayor has now made it known 
that he would like to use MVS Blue 
Light as his official river transport for 
the remainder of his year in office. 

Across the Channel with East Sussex 1

The MVS's National Training vessel East Sussex 1 has undertaken her first cross Channel voyage 
since the start of the coronavirus pandemic. 

Sailing from Eastbourne to Calais and back, 11 members from five Units took part in the training trip 
which provided experience in coastal 
navigation, including a substantial night time 
passage, crossing the very busy traffic 
separation scheme in the Dover Strait along 
with port entry and exits.

Skipper for the trip was East Sussex 
Sovereign Harbour Unit's head Greg Darby. 

He said: "This has been a really worthwhile 
exercise. 

As well as learning a lot, MVS volunteers 
from all around the country have gained 
experience of working together as a crew on 
a substantial passage. 

Everybody pulled together really well."

While the 17 metre ex-RN launch is based at Eastbourne and is maintained by the East Sussex Unit, 
members from all of the MVS's 20 plus units around the country are encouraged to sail on her as 
part of their training.

Kingston Civil Party gets Blue Light Escort
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Blue Light Day for Christchurch and Bournemouth

MVS Christchurch & Bournemouth has taken part in a ‘Blue Light Day’ which was held on Mudeford 
Green in Christchurch. 

The event was organized by the RNLI and 
provided an opportunity for 22 local 
organisations to meet the public. 
Among those taking part included Dorset Police, 
Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue, South 
Western Ambulance Service and the Coast 
Guard.

The MVS stand included a Pirate ‘photo booth’ 
complete with parrot, the units Zodiac SIB and a 
4-man life raft.
The life raft and its contents proved of 
considerable interest as many people have never 
seen one inflated nor seen the contents inside.

MVS recovers more rubbish
For the third year running the East Sussex unit of 
the Maritime Volunteer Service has carried out an 
operation to transport tons of plastic rubbish from 
inaccessible rocks below Beachy Head to Sovereign 
Harbour for recycling and disposal ashore.  
A total of 140 large bags of plastic have now been 
moved by the MVS from this one small area of 
coastline over the last three years.
The plastic had been washed up by the sea over 
the last 40 or more years and built up in layers, 
despoiling this beautiful stretch of coastline and 
putting wildlife at risk.
This operation was in support of a project by 
environmental group Beachy Head and Seven 
Sisters Extreme Plastic Objects Removal to clear 
plastic from underneath the cliffs between 
Eastbourne and Seaford.

Severn Unit at Battle Re-enactment

Severn Unit were kept busy providing water safety cover during 
the weekend of the recent Evesham Medieval Festival.  
HOU Nic Price said, "Despite the extremely hot weather the unit 
were able to maintain patrols of the riverside to ensure the 
safety of the estimated 35,000 crowd which were gathered in 
the riverside park to watch the re-enactments of the 1265 
Battle of Evesham.”
The Unit was thanked by the Festival Director of Administration 
Bruce Taylor for bringing two of their boats 20 miles up the 
Avon to provide this important safety cover.  
The organisers have requested the Unit to attend next year.
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Kingston First Aid for Riverbank Emergency 

A passing patrol by the Kingston Unit vessel ‘Blue Light’ was in the right place at the right time to 
assist with a riverbank medical 
emergency.
Blue Light’s skipper James Deller 
saw a body lying motionless on 
the bank near Teddington Lock, 
followed by some frantic waves 
from people when they saw the 
vessel.

The body was a teenager who 
had collapsed.
Blue Light went alongside and 
while the rest of the crew moored 
up James rushed to the casualty 
and was soon giving first aid.
The teenager’s condition was not 
critical, but she was semi-
conscious, distressed, vomiting 
and in need of help.

Local Park patrol staff were also there, and with the ambulance called, one phoned the girl’s mother.
James tended to her until a bicycle-mounted paramedic came to take over, followed by an 
ambulance.

MVS attends Memorial Service for the Queen

Two members of MVS Northumbria represented the Maritime Volunteer Service at a special 
celebration of thanksgiving for the life of Her Majesty the Queen.
Regional Volunteer Officer Angela 
Carrington and the Unit’s longest serving 
member, Keith Newman attended the 
service at St Nicholas Cathedral in 
Newcastle.
Also in attendance were the High Sheriff of 
Tyne and Wear, the Vice Lord Lieutenant of 
Tyne and Wear, the Lord Mayor of 
Newcastle, politicians, and other dignitaries.
The service was conducted by the Dean of 
Newcastle with an address about Her 
Majesty conducted by the Right Reverend 
Mark Wroe, Acting Bishop of Newcastle.
“It was an honour to be invited to the 
service and to represent the MVS,” said 
Angela, “Both Keith and I were very proud 
to be present and to pay our respects to our 
late Monarch.”
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Secretary
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Director of Finance
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National MVS Website 
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Director of 
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John Spencer-Barnes

Director of Training
Liz Glare

National MVS 
Marketing Manager

Angela Carrington

National MVS PR Officer
Keith Newman

National Admin Officer 
/ Newsletter Editor

Dave Spencer-Barnes
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National Health & 
Safety Advisor
Kevin Gray

Regional Volunteer Officers

RVO South (E)
Vacant

RVO Thames
Paul Marlow

MVS Membership 
Secretary

David Scotford

RVO  North Wales

Giles Pepperell

AlexandAssistan

MVS Headquarters 
Manager

Chris Todd

RVO Bristol Channel
Gordon McDonald
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Andrew Smith

RVO South (W)
Frank Revill

National MVS Fleet 
Manager
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Control
John Allam
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Facebook and Twitter

The MVS has an official Facebook page. Search for ‘Maritime Volunteer Service Official’ when you are 
logged in to find the group. You simply have to ‘like’ it to be kept up to date with the latest MVS news.

You can also get all the latest feeds by following us on Twitter @MVSHQ

MVS Contacts

Chairman    David Hughes   david.hughes@mvs.org.uk
Chief Volunteer Officer   Nick Spencer   nicholas.spencer@mvs.org.uk
National Secretary   Mark Dustin   secretary@mvs.org.uk
National Treasurer   Les P                                   treasurer@mvs.org.uk
Director of Resilience   David Dobson   david.dobson@mvs.org.uk
Director of Training   Liz Glare   liz.glare@mvs.org.uk
Director of Communications  John Spencer-Barnes  communications@mvs.org.uk
National PR Officer   Keith Newman   keith@highlightspr.co.uk
National Webmaster   David Hall   webmaster@mvs.org.uk
MVS Medical Officer   Dr. Nigel Garbutt  Tel:  01452 750128 / 07860716997
         tudor_cottage@btinternet.com
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