
Year 30
Issue 2

September
2024

Registered Charity in England & Wales No. 1048454 and in Scotland SC 039269

www.mvs.org.uk

The Maritime Volunteer
The Journal of the Maritime Volunteer Service



Editors Ramblings
Welcome to the September Newsletter.
Since the last publication Units have been busy afloat and on land. A variety of activities are highlighted in 
this publication.
I was delighted to receive a copy of the most recent Poole Unit Newsletter. A great initiative for 
communication between members and good promotion material for prospective new members.

David Spencer-Barnes   (Newsletter Editor)
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Qualified and Ready

Two members of MVS Northumbria successfully completed their RYA Safety Boat qualification at 
Kielder Water Sailing Club.

Angela Carrington and Barry Coffell 
took part in the two-day 
assessment and had to demonstrate 
competency in the recovery of 
casualties from the water as well as 
how to right/recover/tow a range of 
craft from windsurfers to larger 
sailing vessels.

Head of Unit David Bourn said: 
“Angela and Barry have put a lot of 
work into gaining this qualification 
which will enable the unit to provide 
safety cover for a wide range of 
maritime events in our area of 
operation which stretches from 
Berwick to the Tees. We are very 
proud of their achievement.”

The Northumbria Unit is based at St Peter’s Marina in Newcastle and at Kielder Water in 
Northumberland.

Royal Garden Party for MVS Member

Shane Arnold of MVS Humber has attended a royal garden party at Buckingham Palace.

He was invited by the Not Forgotten 
Charity via the North Lincolnshire Armed 
Forces Hub for helping fellow veterans.

The North Lincolnshire Armed Forces Hub 
is the only one in the UK that is funded by 
the local council to help veterans and 
serving members of the armed forces in 
matters relating to housing and welfare.

MVS Humber is hoping to invite veterans 
to join them at Thorne Sea Cadets for 
boating on the canal.
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Overnight Training Voyage for MVS Members

On a calm evening the MVS national training vessel East Sussex 1 departed Sovereign Harbour for an 
overnight training trip with members of two south coast units aboard.

A passage at sea duration of 13 hours meant that 
the crew could experience a proper seagoing cycle 
of watchkeeping and sleep sessions.
The watchkeeping experience was valuable learning 
for some recently joined members.

The chosen route took the vessel out as far as the 
shipping lanes with a return past Shoreham, 
Brighton, Newhaven and Beachy Head.
The crew undertook look-out and helming duties 
along with practising coastal and offshore navigation 
and collision avoidance.

One highlight for those on watch at the time was a perfect crescent moonrise above a clear horizon 
over a rippled sea, about an hour before sunrise.
Very rarely do conditions come together so well to produce such a spectacle.

80th Anniversary of D-Day marked by the MVS

The 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings along the Normandy coast during World War II was 
marked by MVS units around the UK.
The day in 1944 ultimately led to the 
liberation of Europe.

MVS Humber was in attendance at 
Scunthorpe Cenotaph where they had the 
honour to lay the wreath on behalf of North 
Lincolnshire Armed Forces Hub to 
remember the sacrifice given to free Europe 
from German occupation.
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MVS Day 2024 celebrated across the UK

Thirty years of volunteering afloat around the coastline of Britain was celebrated on National MVS 
Day on June 1st.

To celebrate the anniversary the Northumbria Unit based in Newcastle opened their vessels to the 
public and gave short rides in their vessel Northumberland Freemason around the Swing Bridge.

On Merseyside the local unit set up a display in the forward salon of MV Snowdrop operated by 
Mersey Ferries and met local travellers.

MVS Humber in Scunthorpe marked MVS Day with maintenance and testing of their Avon SIB’s 
electric propulsion.

Severn Unit Celebrate MVS 30th Anniversary at Tewkesbury Big Weekend 

Tewkesbury based Severn Unit celebrated the 30th Anniversary of the service at the Tewkesbury Big 
Weekend where they played a prominent role in organising the river based activities and looking 
after safety issues afloat.

HOU Nic Price said “The Tewkesbury Big 
Weekend is a charity event visited by 
thousands of people and this was the 10th 
year it’s been held.

All our training vessels took part and MVS 
Minerva was open to the public 
throughout.

We were pleased to form the Guard of 
Honour to welcome the newly appointed 
Town Mayor Councillor Paul Jones and the 
Vicar of Tewkesbury Abbey the Revd 
Canon Nick Davies to the event”.

Later the dignitaries visited the MVS stand to hear about the work of the service over the last 30 
years.
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MVS at West Yorkshire Resilience Event 

The MVS attended the West Yorkshire Resilience Forum held to enable local organisations to 
showcase their equipment to demonstrate their capabilities during major incident response.

The event was arranged in response to the Manchester Arena Inquiry recommendation which 
resolved that emergency services should be aware of the specialist capabilities of other 
organisations.

Celebrating 30 years of the MVS in Portsmouth

To celebrate the 30th anniversary of the MVS, the City of Portsmouth Unit took part in the Gosport 
Marine Festival with their vessel Arkwright.

Head of Unit Paul Marlow said: “Arkwright was moored in Gosport Marina from where members 
displayed the vessel, welcomed visitors, and handed out flyers to provide information about our 
operations and facilities.
There was an encouraging level of interest from potential recruits, and we were honoured with a visit 
by Rear Admiral Cox.”
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MVS Welcomes Southampton Cadets

Just under 100 new Deck and Engineer Cadets from Warsash Maritime School, part of Solent 
University, boarded the Blue Funnel trip boat “Ocean Scene” for a tour of Southampton Docks as part 
of their induction week.

The tour was organised by the Southampton Unit who 
have been providing small boat handling experience 
on the water for cadets to supplement their academic 
and vocational training at the University.

Steve Collins, Head of the Unit said: “I was delighted 
to be invited to talk to new cadets arriving in 
Southampton from all over the UK and the world for 
their induction week.”

The students were told that they were coming to live 
in a city with a world class commercial port and a fine 
maritime history and Steve realised that the best and 
most appropriate way for them to see it was from the 
water.

As a result, the Ocean Scene was chartered which the MVS facilitated making a positive first 
impression of the city. 

MVS at the North Lincolnshire Armed Forces Day

The MVS has attended the North 
Lincolnshire Armed Forces Day which was 
held in Scunthorpe.

The event is held to support the men and 
women who make up the Armed Forces 
community, from those currently in 
service, to veterans, cadets and their 
families, both past and present.

Members raised funds for the unit while 
meeting the public and helped raise the 
profile of the MVS in the region.
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Royal Patron and Honorary Commodore:  Prince Michael of Kent GCVO KStJ

Vice Patron:    Rosemary Dymond DL

President:     Admiral, The Rt Hon. The Lord West of Spithead GCB DSC PC

Vice President:    Richard Dale

MVS Council
David Hughes:  Chair of Council Jordan Meade:   Vice Chair

Les Miller  Graham Hedley David Dobson  Angela Carrington  John Spencer-Barnes Liz Glare   
Nick Spencer Bob Symons Alex Nunns  Michelle Akintoye  Tom Sparks  James Deller

Martyn Sharp   
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National MVS Website 
Editor

Tom Sparks

Director of 
Communications
John Spencer-Barnes
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Liz Glare
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Marketing Manager

Angela Carrington
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Keith Newman
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Dave Spencer-Barnes

8

National Youth & 
Women Officer

 Michelle Akintoye

Liaison Director

Captain Nick  Spencer

National Development 
Officer

James Deller

Corporate Plan Officer

Tom Sparks



National Health & 
Safety Advisor
Kevin Gray

Regional Volunteer Officers

RVO South (E)
Paul Marlow

RVO Thames
James Deller

PMO Officer

Vacant

RVO  Wales

Captain Nick Spencer

(Acting)

AlexandAssistan

Office Manager

Chris Todd

RVO Bristol Channel
Gordon McDonald

RVO Central England
Andrew Smith

RVO South (W)
Frank Revill

National MVS Fleet 
Coordinator
Oliver Chasteauneuf

9

RVO Scotland & 
Northern Ireland
Vacant

Medical Officer
Vacant

National Fundraising 
Officer
Vacant
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Facebook and Twitter

The MVS has an official Facebook page. Search for ‘Maritime Volunteer Service Official’ when you are 
logged in to find the group. You simply have to ‘like’ it to be kept up to date with the latest MVS news.

You can also get all the latest feeds by following us on Twitter @MVSHQ

MVS Contacts

Chairman    David Hughes   david.hughes@mvs.org.uk
Vice Chair of Council   Jordan Meade   jordon.meade@mvs.org.uk
Chief Volunteer Officer   Martyn Sharp   martyn.sharp@mvs.org.uk
National Secretary   Bob Symons   robert.symons@mvs.org.uk
National Treasurer   Les Miller                        treasurer@mvs.org.uk
Director of Resilience   David Dobson   david.dobson@mvs.org.uk
Director of Training   Liz Glare   liz.glare@mvs.org.uk
Director of Communications  John Spencer-Barnes  communications@mvs.org.uk
National PR Officer   Keith Newman   keith@highlightspr.co.uk
National Webmaster   David Hall   webmaster@mvs.org.uk
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