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Chairman’s Address

As we move well into the New Year and the opportunities and challenges of 2017, it is time to reflect 
upon 2016.

The Annual General Meeting 2016 took place courtesy of the fine facilities at HMS Collingwood.  MVS 
Council and I are particularly grateful to the Royal Navy for granting permission to use their facilities 
in Gosport at very short notice. The use of the original venue in London which was booked many 
months ago was subsequently denied to the MVS due to operational needs which took priority.

Some robust discussions took place at the AGM. I welcomed those discussions as there was the 
opportunity for views to be aired.

Significant decisions were made at the AGM concerning which I refer you to the summary in MVS 
Bulletin 001/2017. Some necessary wording changes to the Articles of Association were agreed in 
relation to reflect the voluntary nature of the MVS. A decision was made to confirm the reporting 
relationship between MVS Units and MVS Council.

You will note that there was an agreed significant change to the MVS Member Trustee voting 
procedures. The voting procedure will take place by secret ballot before the AGM but with the 
results announced at the AGM.

MVS Council is pleased to welcome Peter Lutterer as an elected member trustee.

There is provision in the Articles for up to 25 trustees. To take a line from a well known blockbuster 
film, if we were to accommodate the maximum number, we would definitely ”need a bigger boat”! 
Nevertheless, your MVS needs more members to be to elected to Council. Your MVS needs you. 
Notices regarding nominations to MVS Council will be distributed in the near future.

I have concern that there is an apparent perception in some limited quarters that MVS Council is but 
a distant body remote from the members: Nothing is further from reality. Each of the members of 
MVS Council devotes much time and effort on your part.

In order to further improve communications, Council introduced the MVS Bulletin system in 2016 
which is required to be available for the information of each member. Furthermore, MVS Council has 
determined a line of communication scheme whereby each MVS Unit will have its own appointed 
MVS Council Liaison Trustee.

Best wishes and safe and secure boating for 2017

Captain Tony Minns MNI

National Chairman of the Maritime Volunteer Service



Well folks, 2017 is here and marks the 23rd year of the MVS. What a journey it has been. From an idea to perpetuate 
the memory of the RNXS and perhaps to become a civil support force for the Navy to todays dynamic training and 
support organisation we have become. While we must never forget our roots and origins, we must continue to strive to 
move onwards and upwards. Because we have “done it that way for years” does not mean that is the only way to do it. 
Perhaps a sub motto of “Progress temperatur per Traditionem” or in English “Progress tempered by Tradition”

I am sure others will mention in their spring messages to you that we all belong to one company registered as charity 
and as we voted at the AGM there are no stand alone units; just branches of the MVS located around the UK. I must 
remind you that as branches you are all responsible for the safe keeping and correct disposal of MVS assets

As many of us will be checking our boats out for the coming seasons water borne events, this is just the time to make 
sure we are not missing a trick when it comes to having the correct equipment and duly qualified crews in place. We live 
in a litigious world and must have all the ‘i’s dotted and the ‘t’s crossed. A little time spent ashore ticking the boxes is far 
better that micro second when you think “OH NO”. Remember it is not a sin to be unknowledgeable but it is a terrible sin 
to stay that way,

Enjoy your season and stay safe

Chris Todd
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From the Vice Chair - Thoughts from the North

From the Temporary Chief Volunteer Officer

Retirement as Temporary CVO MVS

At the beginning of 2017 I gave Council notice that I wished to retire from the position of Temporary Chief Volunteer 
Officer of the MVS as from 1st April 2017. I have served in a management role and as a Trustee of the MVS for nine 
years and feel that now, at the beginning of a new year it is a good time for a new person, with fresh ideas to step up 
and take the helm. I will also be retiring as a Trustee at the end of June, giving me more time to offer to the local Unit 
and to help them to move forward with their new boat. So I will not be leaving the MVS completely.

I have worn a naval style uniform for 56 years and for 52 of them I have been in a management/leadership role, mostly 
working with young people. This began with Sea Rangers, then the Girls’ Nautical Training Corps, which was 
amalgamated with the Sea Cadet Corps in 1980, and then the Isle of Wight Nautical Cadet Force. I have been in the MVS 
since the late nineties. In other words I have been helping run voluntary maritime organisations for most of my adult life. 
So now I hope I can, from April, find some time to relax, enjoy being a member of the local MVS Unit and pursue my 
other interests. I also want to have more time to spend with family and friends.

My grateful thanks must go to all the professional and technical members, too numerous to mention by name, who have 
helped and advised me during my time as a manager in the MVS. Their input has been invaluable when having to make 
difficult decisions. I have seen the MVS move forward with huge strides, evolve and move into the 21 st century where I 
believe it has found its niche as a valued member of the voluntary sector in times of diminishing national resources and 
where it can shine in supporting the professional emergency services.

I wish a long and successful future for the MVS and all who serve it.

Lynn Peppitt

T/CVO MVS

Trustee, MVS Council



4

.

East Sussex Unit lead Remembrance Parade

The East Sussex Sovereign Harbour Unit had the 
honour of leading the Remembrance Sunday Parade at 
Bexhill-on-Sea.

The Royal British Legion Service of Remembrance was 
held at the War Memorial on the sea front. 

The MVS Standard was carried by Volunteer Chief Petty 
Officer Alan Buffery and the wreath was laid by 
Volunteer Officer Les Quilty.

MVS AGM 2016 held in Fareham

The 2016 MVS AGM has been held at HMS Collingwood, 
the Royal Navy’s largest training establishment at Fareham 
in Hampshire.

Many thanks to the Royal Navy for providing the venue 
after the original venue fell though at a late stage in 
planning.

The meeting was opened by the MVS Chair Captain Tony 
Minns, before the Acting Chief Volunteer Officer Lynn 
Peppitt updated members on the years activities in the 
service.

Three units have closed over the last 12 months but new 
ones have opened in locations such as Fleetwood in 

Lancashire.

Members voted on amendments to the MVS articles of association and one new member trustee was 
voted on to the MVS Council.

Restoration Project for MVS Poole

MVS Poole is beginning an ambitious 
three year project to restore the 
launch ‘Tom Sherrin’.

Built locally for Poole Pilots, she was 
used in that role for over twenty 
years before being sent to Alderney 
for the same purpose until 2000.

She has been looked after by MVS 
Poole since her return to the south 
coast.

Work has begun after the unit 
received a grant from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.

Local college staff and students are 
carrying out the timber restoration 
and an army of volunteers are doing 
much of the other work.
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A Bright Future for MVS Fleetwood

The new MVS Fleetwood unit has launched with a well attended meeting this week at the Fleetwood 
Harbour Yacht Club.

The town is the new home to MVS Curlew, which has been transferred to the north from Plymouth 
and is now docked at Fleetwood Marina.

Curlew is in the care of the unit but will be made available for the use of members across the north 
of England. 

Students from the local Nautical College and volunteers from the Fleetwood NCI station were among 
those who attended the inaugural meeting. 

There was also a message of support 
from local MP Cat Smith who would have 
been there if she had not been voting at 
Westminster. 

The man heading the unit is 58-year-old 
Tony Coleman, an ex-Windermere warden 
who lives close to Fleetwood in Cleveleys. 

He said, "What's good about this unit is 
that there are quite a few retired 
trawlermen in this town who have a 
wealth of maritime experience. 
Sadly there is no large-scale fishing 
industry in Fleetwood any more to allow 
those skills to be passed on, but this is 
one way they can pass on their 
knowledge - and age is no barrier."

A number of new volunteers signed up on the night and the future of the unit is already looking 
bright.

MVS Post Holder Training in the North

A first day of Post Holder Training for MVS units in the north of England has taken place in Fleetwood.

Members from Fleetwood, Humber, 
Northumbria, Port of Manchester 
and HQ were in attendance. 

Alexander Rodgers from the MVS 
National Communications Team 
said, “It was an excellent day for 
many newer members of the 
service to find out more about what 
we do as an organisation.”

Later the Fleetwood unit were 
delighted to show visitors the work 
that has been done on our 
Northern Training Vessel Curlew 
which is now based in Fleetwood.
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Sea Survival Course for MVS East Sussex
Members of the MVS East Sussex Unit have been taking part in 
an exacting RYA Sea Survival course in the deep diving pool at 
Eastbourne's Sovereign Centre.

All seven candidates passed the test which required them to 
deploy, board and maintain the life raft having entered the 
water fully clothed and wearing lifejackets as if in an 
emergency.

Picture: Volunteer Pamela Stenton showing how to right an 
upturned life raft.

Kent football fans support MVS Gravesend 
Fans of National League South side Ebbsfleet United F.C. have raised over £400 for MVS Gravesend.

The club welcomed the Unit to Stonebridge Road for the game against Maidenhead on November 
19th.
Head of Unit Michael Hegarty has written to Fleet club director Stuart Butler-Gallie thanking the fans 

for their generous support.

The club and the unit are now working together to 
host a day for disabled young people who are fans 
of the team which will take place at Gravesend 
Sailing Club during the Easter holidays.

Fleet fans and their disabled young relatives will 
have the opportunity to spend the day on the 
River Thames including a BBQ and a boat trip with 
some of their favourite Fleet players.

News about River Avon unidentified object

In the last newsletter we reported that members of MVS Severn had pulled a large unidentified 
object out of the River Avon near Tewkesbury Lock.

The item which is made of wood with metal bands and a large metal ring has remained a mystery 
ever since until a visit to Portsmouth Dockyard after the MVS AGM.

Head of Seamanship, Tim Huckvale spotted what was called a Coppering Punt or Balsa Raft on the 
deck of HMS Warrior and realised that the float from this was identical to what the Unit had found 
earlier in the year. 

Tim said, "Balsa Rafts were originally found mainly in the Pacific, constructed from Balsa Wood and 
were adopted by the Royal Navy from the 1790's. 
They were made in three sizes and were used for 
cleaning copper sheathing on the waterline of ships 
and for general maintenance”.

Head of Unit Nic Price said, "We were very excited to 
identify our mystery object and on further research we 
discovered that 66 of these rafts were made in 1942 
for battleships during the Second World War and the 
construction was of timbers with cast iron hoops just 
as we had found. 
We suspect that one of these was acquired by a 
Tewkesbury Boat Builder who used it in a similar 
manner to which a Painter's Flat is used today”.
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MVS joins Tribute to Poole Lifeboat

MVS Poole vessels Avocet and St. Elin, along with the unit jet ski, 
have joined in a flotilla to say goodbye to Poole's all weather 
lifeboat.

The 47ft Tyne-class vessel has been replaced by a D-class 
lifeboat that will cover the 14 square miles of harbour and 
surrounding bay along with the existing 28ft inshore lifeboat.

A new faster all-weather boat is based eight miles away in 
Swanage and will deal with any major incidents the two smaller 
craft cannot attend. 

Tribute for 100 year-old Naval Hero by MVS East Sussex

A 101 year-old Sussex man has made a final journey on the sea that he loved with the help of the 
MVS. 
Bryan Clowes was a former Royal Navy Petty Officer, a 
veteran of the Arctic Convoy and a Royal Navy Reserve 
volunteer.

A service was held at Royal Sovereign Harbour in 
Eastbourne before his body was taken by MVS East 
Sussex 1 to the burial site which is eight miles off the 
coast of Newhaven.

Mr Clowes joined the Marine Society aged 14 in 1930 
before transferring to the Royal Navy two years later.
He was one of 213 survivors picked up by the Italian Navy 
after the destroyer HMS Bedouin was sunk in June 1942 
while escorting merchant ships to the besieged island of 

British Empire Medal for Les Quilty

The MVS is delighted that the dedication of Les Quilty has been recognised with the award of the 
British Empire Medal in the Queen’s New Year’s Honours.

Les Quilty was one of our founding members 
and even signed the original copy of our articles. 

While he could easily have stood aside and taken 
things easy, Les continues to work very hard for 
the MVS and in particular for the Eastbourne 
based East Sussex Sovereign Harbour unit. 

His award of the British Empire Medal in the 
News Years Honours is such good news and all 
the trustees, officers and members of the MVS 
wish him well and thank him heartily for his hard 
work.

MVS patron Prince Michael of Kent GCVO KStJ 
(left) with Les Quilty (right)



MVS Rushden Blow Out the Christmas Cobwebs

In what is fast emerging as a Christmas tradition with MVS Rushden, the unit embarked on their 
annual “Blow Out the Christmas Cobwebs'” mini-exercise, which was held between Christmas and 
New Year. 

Last year the unit went micro-navigating in the pouring rain and mist over Charnwood Forest in 
Leicestershire.

This year they were patrolling the River Nene in 
the late afternoon twilight, fog and cold as they 
practised operating the electric lock-gates on the 
stretch of the navigable river around Oundle in 
East Northamptonshire. 

The unit practised rapid deployment of their 
Rigiflex and Rescue Inflatable and were also keen 
to see if Roy (the new Deputy RVO) could squeeze 
into his responder suit and associated 
kit/equipment in less than 10 minutes without 
suffering a hernia. 
All objectives were thankfully accomplished 
admirably.

End of Year Work for MVS Severn

2016 ended for the Tewkesbury based Severn Unit as it had begun on a busy note, but members 
also had time to enjoy a social event to round off the year. 

Head of Unit Nic Price said, "Just before Christmas nearly all the arches of King John's Bridge had 
become blocked with floating debris brought down by floodwater, so a team of us used our Rigiflex 

dinghy along with our cruiser 
Minerva to clear it away. 
It is essential that this job is done 
otherwise the flow of the river is 
impeded. 
We had never seen so much debris 
piled up and it took a good while to 
clear it". 

The unit also held their annual 
Christmas Muster along with visitors 
from the Bristol and Cardiff units 
who gathered to watch some 
nautical videos and enjoy a festive 
supper.

Picture: Severn members Ben 
Foster-Smith, Head of Unit Nic Price 
and Will Fish clearing debris from 
the river
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East Sussex 1 travels to Boulogne-Sur-Mer

The crew of the MVS's national training vessel East Sussex 1 braved some of the coldest days of the 
year in January to cross the English Channel on a weekend training trip from Eastbourne to 
Boulogne and back.

However, relatively calm 
conditions and good visibility 
meant a pleasant passage 
both ways, with MVS 
members exercising their 
skills in port exit and entry 
and the crossing of the 
busiest shipping lanes in the 
world.
ES1 spent the night in the 
centre of Boulogne, where 
the marina’s very hot showers proved popular to the frozen crew.

A similar trip will be arranged for the summer and, subject to berth availability, any seagoing MVS 
member will be welcome. 

New Membership Groups

Since we were incorporated as a company and registered as a Charity, the service has supported the 
membership and often used what some of us will know as the “Ways and Means Act” to get 
hardworking volunteers into the MVS and then get them helping their communities. Often these 
members are not able to get afloat but have just the right community spirit to join our gang and do 
what they can.

Well at the last Council meeting our Trustees recognised the hard work done by these members, 
some giving a great amount time and putting in such effort to help the MVS change lives and 
created a new membership group to be called Operational Support.

“I am really pleased with this new membership group”, said Carole Miller HoU at Thanet, “I believe 
,it reflects the hard work many of my members here have put towards supporting our local 
community. It true recognition of many jobs well done”.

Epaulette sliders for List “O” are available from HQ at International Business Centre, Delta Crescent, 
Warrington, WA5 7WQ (see the picture) at £6.50 per pair.

During the same meeting Council also recognised the hard work and efforts of people who had been 
members and those special people who unconnected with the service but have encouraged and 
supported our service, while actually not benefitting from that work. Council have now authorised 
Honorary Membership for these stalwarts.

“The MVS owes a great debt of gratitude to those who have given their time and effort over a period 
of time to the benefit of the service and Honorary Membership reflects this”, said David Dobson, Isle 
of Wight Unit and a Trustee

9
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MVS Membership Fees
It is that time of year to announce the fees charged to members of the MVS.

While it was hoped we could reduce the annual fee, it was decided that the current £40 fee would 
remain for the coming year.

The new List “O” (operational support) members will pay £15 but are reminded that they should not 
be involved in any afloat activities without the specific permission of the CVO.

Our List “S” members will still pay £15, but are reminded that they must not be involved in any afloat 
activities.

Council wishes to remind all members that the annual subscription falls on the 1 st of April and 
membership will lapse if the fee is not paid by the 30 th of April. If your membership lapses so does 
your insurance cover for any MVS activity.

In previous years there has been a levy of £5 for those joining the MVS and for those whose 
payments were late. Council reviewed this practice and have decided to abolish this fee from the 1 st 
of April

Tony Minns the Chair of Council noted that “We always look at ways to reduce the cost of belonging 
to the MVS. It is essential that we do not exclude anyone on financial grounds and by removing the 
joining fee we have taken a step in the right direction. We are pleased to say that in the times of 
rising prices we have maintained the fee at £40 for several of years and this represents an actual 
reduction in your fee. We are asking you for far less than the cost of a branded medium sliced loaf at 
a well know major supermarket chain”.

Lynn Peppit steps down from Senior MVS role

The MVS Temporary Chief Volunteer Officer has announced that she is stepping down from the role 
and her position of Trustee on the MVS Council.

Lynn Peppitt says that since she has served in a management role for the service for nine years it 
now feels like a good time for a new person, with fresh ideas to step up and take the helm.

Lynn will also be retiring as a Trustee at the end of June, giving her more time to offer to the local 
Unit and help them move forward with their new 
boat.

Lynn has been involved in voluntary maritime 
organisations for over 50 years.
This began with Sea Rangers, then the Girls' 
Nautical Training Corps, which was 
amalgamated with the Sea Cadet Corps in 1980, 
before joining the Isle of Wight Nautical Cadet 
Force and finally the MVS in the late nineties.
She now hopes to find some time to relax and 
enjoy being a member of the local MVS Unit.

Lynn was presented with flowers by the MVS 
Chairman, Captain Tony Minns at the February 
CoM meeting in Putney.



Restoration work continues on Tom Sherrin 
The MVS Poole restoration of the ‘Tom Sherrin’ is 
continuing.The vessel is now in Boatshed No.4 at the 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard where the International 
Boatbuilding Training College have commenced work on her 
ageing timbers.MVS members visit each Thursday to prepare 
the engine for lifting, removing old wiring and prepare the hull 
for internal and external painting. Any members who are in 
Portsmouth are welcome to pay a visit.Entry to the Dockyard 
and Boatshed are free and volunteers are welcome to help.

Picture: New timbers in the cockpit

MVS helps cadets improve their CV’s

A group of young nautical cadets keen to improve their chances of a career at sea have teamed up 
with the Fleetwood unit of the MVS for real work experience opportunities. The Fleetwood unit 
opened in November 2016 and they are keeping to their promise of maintaining the UK’s maritime 
heritage by enlisting the help of the cadets at Blackpool and Fylde College’s Fleetwood Nautical 
Campus to help with engineering projects on-board their launch every Friday.The students have been 
studying a pre-cadetship course since September, improving 
their CVs in the hope of gaining sponsorship for a career in 
the Merchant Navy. The MVS has linked with the college in 
what they hope will be a long standing partnership to 
continue offering the work placement opportunity to keen 
cadets looking at becoming marine engineers and for others 
working at sea.Fleetwood Head of Unit, Volunteer Officer 
Tony Coleman said, “Our work with the College is a good 
example of how the MVS can help in the community. We 
are looking forward to working closely with the other 
organisations as and when circumstances allow.”Each week, 
members of MVS Fleetwood supervise the students in work 
such as bilge cleaning, oil removal, safe disposal of 
chemicals and safety on board. Some other tasks that will be completed soon include refitting air 
intake vents, and assisting the unit’s engineer to service the vessel’s two engines.
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More Post Holder Training for MVS in the South
A Post Holder Training course has taken place in London at HMS President, the home of the MVS City 
of London unit. 
The course was well-attended by MVS Post Holders from the London Region and Dorset.

Topics covered during the presentation included: MVS 
management structure, the role of the Trustees and the 
Committee of Management, responsibilities of Area and 
Regional Volunteer Officers, Financial Management and 
Code of Conduct.

Post Holder Training is organised and delivered by MVS 
National Management. 
It is for Regional and Unit managers, by invitation. 
Information and invitations for the next courses will be 
circulated by National Management. 
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Facebook and Twitter

The MVS has an official Facebook page. Search for ‘Maritime Volunteer Service Official’ when you are 
logged in to find the group. You simply have to ‘like’ it to be kept up to date with the latest MVS news.

You can also get all the latest feeds by following us on Twitter @MVSHQ

MVS Contacts

AVO(North)    Vacant    avonorth@mvs.org.uk
AVO(Central)    Vacant    avocentral@mvs.org.uk
AVO(South)    Lynn Peppitt   avosouth@mvs.org.uk
National Secretary   Graham Hedley   secretary@mvs.org.uk
National Treasurer   Les Miller   treasurer@mvs.org.uk
National Resilience Manager  David Dobson   david.dobson@mvs.org.uk
National Training Manager  Liz Glare   liz.glare@mvs.org.uk
National Communications Manager John Spencer-Barnes  communications@mvs.org.uk
National Website Editor   Alexander Rodgers  webeditor@mvs.org.uk
National PR Officer   Keith Newman   keith@highlightspr.co.uk
National Webmaster   David Hall   webmaster@mvs.org.uk
National Health & Safety Advisor  Tim Corthorn   tim@mvs-medway.org.uk   
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Patron: H.R.H. Prince Michael of Kent GCVO KStJ

The Maritime Volunteer Service
A Company limited by Guarantee No. 3003565.

A Registered Charity in England and Wales No. 1048454 and in Scotland SC 039269


	1: Page 1 Cover
	Page 2
	3: Page 3
	4: Page 4
	5: Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	14: Page 6 Back

