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Chairman’s Address
As we embark upon a new MVS year marked by membership renewals at the end of this month, we look forward to 
another season on the water. Those members without direct unit access to vessels are well recommended to contact 
David Hughes, Head of Unit at East Sussex Sovereign Harbour, to arrange an outing in East Sussex 1. Even those 
members with direct access to a vessel might well benefit from such an outing. As a matter of polite protocol, MVS 
members are asked to keep your Head of Unit informed regarding your wish to sail in East Sussex 1.

Your Chairman was very privileged in May 2015 to be given a berth in East Sussex 1 to escort the Dunkirk Little Ships 
75th Anniversary. Even with some 45 years of small boat and big ship handling experience, I was able to learn a thing or 
two: We never stop learning. One thing of which I was reminded was the seagoing behaviour of such a craft in the open 
seas of the Dover Straits. I had until recently been in command of large cross-channel ferries.

With that in mind, I will refer MVS members to the February 2018 edition of the Navigator. By MVS Bulletin 011/2018, 
members are given the means of downloading a free copy of that esteemed journal issued by the Nautical Institute. 
Indeed several hardcopies of the current issue were made available at the 2016 AGM.

Even before commencement of the “season” I am pleased to note the positive stories of MVS Unit activities over the 
darker winter months.

At the beginning of March, much of the UK was at the mercy of the Beast from the East and from a lady known as 
Storm Emma. Any stories of survival of those weather systems would be interesting reading in the MVS News section of 
the website. A high pressure system in northern Russia caused strong cold North Easterlies to deposit much mayhem to 
many areas of the UK. If not already provided at Unit level, a short course in meteorology would be most educational.

I recall the winter of 1978/79 when I was trading in Arctic Waters and celebrating Christmas 1978 in the then USSR 
accompanied by an Arctic Northerly gale, ice flows and temperatures of -45C.

Enough of the lamp swinging!

Best wishes and safe and secure boating for 2018

Captain Tony Minns MNI
National Chairman of the Maritime Volunteer Service

From the Vice Chair - Notes from the North

“If you could do one thing...”

I heard an item on the radio (that’s the thing old people listen to when they have not plugged into their I-Phone or 
similar gadget). People were being asked that question, if you could do one thing what would it be?

After a few moments reflection and another cup of the warming brew, I decided that my thing would be to open the 
MVS to a wider scope of people. We have some great people in our gang, but there are so many out there who could 
make it even greater! Our membership does tend to be the very predictable. So let us all try to open the door to 
someone who may not think the MVS was “for me”.

The other thing I would like to do in life as well as in the MVS is to see everyone treated without favour, affection malice 
or ill will. Some will recognise that statement from elsewhere, and I believe it is a great tenant to follow through your 
life. If only we could go through life without making that uncalled for comment. A slip of the tongue can cause so much 
harm. Even worse what if what was said was actually said deliberately. We are here to have fun and enjoy our MVS and 
there is no place in our gang for such people.

Future success of the MVS and its maritime adventure is very much dependent upon teamwork and that entire MVS 
team pulling in the same direction. Perhaps that should be our theme for 2018.

So you will see that my message this time remains the same as usual “Don’t write on the chart with a pen and obey all 
the rules” 

And that motto how about this time “Ne nos inducas in manu cart ad infernum”

Chris Todd



3

.

New Year Honour for Phil Collins

The Maritime Volunteer Service would like to congratulate Phil Collins, the Head of Unit at MVS 
Putney, who has been awarded the Royal Victorian Medal (Silver) in the New Year Honours.

Phil has worked for the Royal Household for 15 
years as a Fire Safety Officer at Buckingham 
Palace, and has lived at Kensington Palace for 
the last nine years. 

He has been the HoU at Putney for the last 
year and has served 17 years as a retained 
fireman in Kent and Essex. 

Prior to that he served in the Royal Navy 
Submarine Service on HMS Olympus, HMS 
Onyx and HMS Churchill. 

He also saw general service on HMS Triumph 
and HMS Leopard.

Logging on the Severn 

On a freezing cold and foggy January afternoon the Tewkesbury based Severn Unit answered a call 
from Avon Lock Keeper Nicola Lancaster to try and clear some large logs, roots and trees that were 
causing problems on the river in that area.

HOU Nic Price said, "With the recent floods during the Christmas period a lot of debris had floated 
downstream and was causing navigation 
problems. 

We managed to dislodge some heavy 
tree roots that were stuck behind the 
lock gate and tow these through the lock 
so they were no longer a hazard to 
navigation. 

We also made fast some very large trees 
that were in the river so that the Avon 
Navigation Trust can come and take 
them away.” 

Picture: Severn Unit's Rigiflex with Chris 
Adcock on the helm and crew member 
Mick Howard clearing a large lump of 
tree roots from behind Avon Lock gates.
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Recruiting Success for MVS Isle of Wight

The Isle of Wight unit had a busy start to the year when it attended the annual IOW Volunteer Day 
at the Ventnor Botanic Gardens.

The event is attended by people looking to make use of their spare time to work in a voluntary 
organisation.

Last year the MVS gained three members and this 
time 14 people completed contact forms and 
several of these want to start as soon as they can. 

Two potential volunteers were so keen that they 
came along to the next training night rather than 
waiting for a special induction meeting and joined 
in with members learning to use new CB radios. 

Two recruits from last year were awarded their 
Qualified Volunteer grade. 

Lionel Whitehead and Karen Ogier both work within 
the unit in all aspects of its activities but both want 
to specialise in seamanship and are working 
towards their RYA Power Boat 2. 

Both of them agree that joining the MVS has in 
many ways changed their lives and they are keen to progress.

Picture: Karen Ogier and Dave Dobson meet potential members at the MVS stand.

Freemasons help fund a Defibrillator for the MVS

Freemasons in East Lancashire have presented a defibrillator to MVS Port of Manchester.

The presentation was made by Peter Hegarty and Stan Jackson from Salford, who were accompanied 
by Millie McDonagh of the DefibShop, who provided the defibrillator.

Receiving the defibrillator, Temporary Regional Volunteer Officer for the North West, Alexander 
Rodgers, said; “It’s fantastic to have received such a generous donation enabling us to obtain what is 
literally a lifesaving piece of equipment. 

I would like to express my thanks and the 
thanks of MVS as a whole, to both the 
Masons of East Lancashire for the 
donation and to Defib Shop for supplying 
such an amazing piece of equipment.” 

He continued, “The unit will hopefully 
never have the need to use the new 
device, but everyone can be assured that 
it will accompany us to all future events, 
whatever size, and should the need arise, 
we now have the equipment to potentially 
save a life.

Our statement is ‘We Change Lives’ and 
with this donation we can certainly do 
that.”
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Fire Night for MVS Severn

The Tewkesbury based Severn Unit held a training night to learn about what should be done if a fire 
breaks out on a boat. 
VPO Ben Foster-Smith led the session and gave a 
presentation on the possible causes of fires afloat and 
then discussed the best way to deal with them. 
Members also had the opportunity to use some of the 
various types of fire extinguishers available to fight 
controlled fires. 
HOU Nic Price said, "It was probably the first time 
many of us had actually used a fire extinguisher and 
many valuable lessons were learned. 
It was a really "hands on" evening."
Picture: VPO Ben-Foster Smith setting up a controlled 
fire

New MVS Assistant Company Secretary is now in Post 

Andrea Gerrish the new MVS Assistant Company 
Secretary has visited our registered office in Warrington.

She met the full time team from the Warrington 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry along with Gail 
McGough and Charlene McCandless who run the office 
and look after our post.

Alison also met the Chief Executive of the Chamber, 
Colin Daniels, who said that since our office was so full 
he might consider a move to a slightly larger space in 
the complex

South Georgia Night for Severn Unit

The Tewkesbury based Severn Unit spent a night learning about South Georgia in the South Atlantic 
from a talk given by Ken Whittaker who spent almost a decade as Master of the fishery patrol vessel 
Pharos SG in the region before his retirement.

He told of many projects he was involved in from 
fishery patrols to the transportation of scientists to 
and from the island.

HOU Nic Price said, "Ken gave us a real insight into 
life on and around South Georgia and some 
astonishing pictures of the abundant wildlife in the 
area such as penguins, seals and whales". 

Pictured: Unit members with guest speaker Ken 
Whittaker
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Winter Water Training for MVS Rushden

The Rushden Unit have been practicing their water resilience drills at 
the Northampton White Water Centre on the River Nene in near-
freezing temperatures.

Most of the equipment and protective clothing owned by the Unit was 
purchased through their successful history of three annual Department 
for Transport Inshore Lifeboat Award bids. 

The Rushden Unit specialises in supporting the local authority and the 
Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue Service Water Rescue Teams.

Photo by Sam Joyce

Water Safety with Manchester Cadets

The MVS has visited Abbey Hey School at Gorton in 
Manchester where the local PCSO’s are starting up an 
Emergency Services Cadet Corps. 

MVS Vice-Chair Chris Todd explained what the MVS does 
and the team now plans to return to deliver a session on 
water safety.

PCSO Wayne McKay said, “with two large bodies of 
water nearby and the large number of rivers and canals 
around the Manchester area, this talk will put our cadets 
in good stead to keep them and their friends safe.”

MVS assists in Isle of Wight Emergency

The MVS was called in to help after emergency plans were 
put in place on the Isle of Wight over fears that 10,000 
homes in the Newport area were at risk of losing their 
mains water supply.
Cracked pipes surrounding the reservoir at Carisbrooke led 
to a major incident being declared. 

Firefighters and Southern Water engineers unloaded 
thousands of bottles of water from lorries with the MVS 
drafted in to distribute water to the vulnerable.
Southern Water said that ‘unprecedented leakage’ was to 
blame for the crisis.

Picture courtesy of the Island Echo.



Focus on: The Rushden Unit
1. Introduction to Northamptonshire

It seems strange to have an MVS unit situated in Northamptonshire - one of the most ‘land-locked’ counties of 
the UK! However, although nearly 100 miles away from any coastline (I believe that Hunstanton, Norfolk, 
might be the closest salty-water to us), Northamptonshire does have its fair share of fresh water. This fresh 
water is in the form of the navigable River Nene (from its source just west of Northampton all the way to The 
Wash) and several large lakes formed out of old gravel works, throughout the Nene Valley. The smaller River 
Welland worms its way across the north of the county and, to the south of Northants, the mighty Great Ouse 
threads its way through North Buckinghamshire, Milton Keynes and Bedfordshire. Finally….Northamptonshire 
does flood quite regularly hence the county Fire and Rescue Service maintaining two dedicated water rescue 
teams at Wellingborough and Northampton….but more of these later.

2, Unit: History

In September 2018, Rushden MVS will celebrate its 6th 
birthday but it only seems six minutes since a rag-tag 
bunch of ex-Matelots, ex-Pongoes, Ancient Mariners, 
sailors and local odd-bods gathered at the first two 
information evenings held upstairs at the Conservative 
Club in Rushden, East Northants.. AVO Chris Todd 
represented the MVS and our first HoU, VO Mo Weight (ex-
matelot who knows – personally – every sailor since 
Admiral Fisher…or so it seems!), tried to convince us that 
joining the MVS would be the best thing since bread was 
mechanically sliced…anyway, a fair number of us ‘took the 
bait’…literally! 

We have not been disappointed…

3. Focus on Training

At first we followed the MVS Training Syllabus, provided support to the local Sea Cadet Corps in Rushden (TS 
Diamond) and local charities such as the Royal British Legion. As most of our members were ex-RN or 
Merchant Service, with others having many years’ experience as yachtsmen and women, we did have a
core of distinguished and extensive experience and expertise e.g. we had our own Master Mariner (Rtd): a 
retired CPO: three retired POs (one a DEFRA swift water rescue trainer, another the senior Seamanship officer 
at the local SCC, the third a full-time employee of the British Red Cross; a retired Territorial Army Officer and 
full-time university lecturer; two SCC adult POs; a Marine Engineer and a retired FE college lecturer who also 
happened to be an RYA and First Aid at Work instructor. Lucky or what?
Of course, with this top-heavy ‘ex-military membership mixture’, wearing a uniform was second nature to us 
and so we didn’t ‘shy away’ from the ceremonial aspects of the MVS; our appearance at RBL-organised events 
such as Remembrance Sunday, commemorative parades and Armed Forces Day became well-known – we’ve 
even paraded and marched at the Menin Gate, Ypres in Belgium.
Although we engaged wholeheartedly with the MVS training syllabus across all three specialisms and we tried 
to obtain ‘sea-time’, it quickly became apparent that our distance from the coast did present a significant 
barrier and so we began to focus on developing our resilience support work which has since become, for us, a 
form of ‘unofficial’ MVS specialist strand.
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4. Resilience Support Work

Over the past four years Resilience work has 
become our core activity. As a volunteer 
group within the Northants Local Authority’s 
Resilience Forum/Emergency Response 
Corps we frequently engage in joint training 
with the county professional ‘Blue Light 
Services’, the Northants Lowland Search-
and-Rescue group, RAYNET and other 
volunteer groups. Each year (in October) we 
have a key role in the Local Authority’s 
large, multi-service resilience exercise where 
we work in close support of the Fire and 
Rescue Services Water Rescue Team.
As we have members of the Unit who are 
DEFRA/RYA/FAW, trainers we are all trained 
to at least DEFRA First Responder status, 
with several members trained to Water 
Technician standard. All of us hold RYA PB 

L2 but with additional water rescue elements (although we try to avoid using the phrase ‘water rescue’). 
Needless to say our specialist scale of resilience equipment is growing and now comprises a range of safety 
boats and outboard motors, a specialist water-rescue raft and inflatable mud/ice pathways; VHF/UHF radios, 
inflatable rescue tubes and 6m rescue poles including personal/protective responder drysuits, pdfs, throw-
bags/lines etc. which we all use on a regular basis for training on (and in!) the water and for drills.

5. The Future

The future looks ‘sound’ for MVS Rushden. 
We’ve recently moved to our new home location 
at the Canoe 2 Boathouse at the new Rushden 
Lakes Development (just off the A45 on the 
edge of Rushden); our links with the Local 
Authority and the Fire and Rescue Service 
remains a strong one and we continue to 
support local events. The Unit is consistently 
successful in winning annual Department for 
Transport Inshore and Inland Rescue Boat Grant 
awards, which are used to purchase our 
specialist resilience equipment. Our challenges? 
Perhaps the main one is that we are still ‘small’ 
in terms of membership as there are only twelve 
of us on the ‘unit books’ and so recruiting new 
members is something of a priority. Rushden 
MVS is also the only unit, as yet, in the new 
South Midland’s Region (the HoU ‘doubles up as 
RVO South Mids.) so we’re always looking to support the start up of a new partner unit in the vicinity. Our 
final challenge is this…the ‘Canoe 2’ business organisation owns a couple of impressive ‘swan pedaloes’ 
which they moor in the centre of Rushden Lake…our secret mission is to (somehow) sneak out a 20hp 
outboard, fit it to a swan pedalo and have a ‘jolly’ around the Lake…so you haven’t seen us and you don’t 
know about this plan…right?

Volunteer Officer Andy Smith
HoU Rushden MVS
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Facebook and Twitter

The MVS has an official Facebook page. Search for ‘Maritime Volunteer Service Official’ when you are 
logged in to find the group. You simply have to ‘like’ it to be kept up to date with the latest MVS news.

You can also get all the latest feeds by following us on Twitter @MVSHQ

MVS Contacts

Chief Volunteer Officer   Steve Poole   cvo@mvs.org.uk
AVO(North)    George King   avonorth@mvs.org.uk
AVO(South)    Lynn Peppitt   avosouth@mvs.org.uk
National Secretary   Graham Hedley   secretary@mvs.org.uk
National Treasurer   Les Miller   treasurer@mvs.org.uk
Director of Resilience   David Dobson   david.dobson@mvs.org.uk
Director of Training   Liz Glare   liz.glare@mvs.org.uk
Director of Communications  John Spencer-Barnes  communications@mvs.org.uk
National Website Editor   Alexander Rodgers  webeditor@mvs.org.uk
National PR Officer   Keith Newman   keith@highlightspr.co.uk
National Webmaster   David Hall   webmaster@mvs.org.uk 
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