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Chairman’s Address

Many members will be aware that Les MILLER, MVS Trustee and MVS Director of Finance had been 
in hospital but is now home and on the road to recovery. We all wish him well for a speedy recovery.

In addition to his finance portfolio, Les MILLER .is the insurance manager and the MVS membership 
secretary. I hope this will explain the delays that have occurred with the issue of MVS ID cards and 
the MVS Council of Trustees thank you all for your patience in this regard.

Much of the administration within the MVS is carried out the very few. During the month of May, 
MVS members have been notified of MVS Member Trustee nominations.

Being a trustee enables members to play their part in taking the MVS forward and to develop it to 
better meet MVS members’ needs. “Why complain that MVS Council is out of touch when you can be 
a member of Council to give your input”. We are giving you the chance to have your say and to 
make that difference.
Please step forward, be counted and join the team.

MVS Council recognises the need for effective communications within the MVS. However effective 
communications are a two-way street. A communiqué from MVS Council needs to be read and 
actioned by members. One such method of communication is by way of the issue of MVS Bulletins 
issued by MVS Council.

MVS Bulletins were introduced in January 2016. It has come to my attention that many members 
may still not be aware of MVS Bulletin issue system. Even more of a surprise is that I am informed 
that some senior post holders within the MVS are not aware of this important channel of 
communication.

Access to MVS Bulletins is by way of the members section of the MVS website. While there is no 
specific requirement for individual members to have internet access, Senior Post Holders including 
Heads of Units are expected to have such access as it is a useful tool of their trade. MVS Bulletin 
001/2016 introduces the Bulletin system and provides guidance for the distribution of the 
information contained therein.

I respectfully draw your attention to the statement on the MVS Website that states:

Please note: All documents published in the Members Area of the website are restricted 
to MVS members only. They are not in the public domain and should not be copied 
outside MVS. Disciplinary action may be taken against any member infringing this 

policy.

Best wishes and safe and secure boating for 2018.

Captain Tony Minns MNI.

National Chairman of the Maritime Volunteer Service.
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Post Holder Training in the West

A Post Holder Training Course has taken 
place in Tewkesbury for the Severn, Cardiff 
and Bristol Units. 

Groups were formed by mixing members 
from the three units who then discussed a 
variety of scenarios based on issues that 
arise within the MVS when running a unit 
and region such as craft, equipment, 
premises and personnel. 

Everyone benefitted from the wide MVS 
experience amongst the members present, 
which was evident during discussions and 
feedback.

The next Post Holder Training in the south will be in the London area this autumn.

Snow and Sport combine for MVS Poole. 

Members of MVS Poole have assisted stewarding the annual New Forest Festival of Running which 
was held in snowy conditions following the return of the “Beast from the East”.

The event was an opportunity to raise funds for the Unit and to raise the MVS profile locally.

Due to the cold temperatures the 
stewards locations were re-arranged to 
make sure that everyone had access to a 
car for shelter.

The forecast proved correct and on the 
first day a sleet storm blew through 
leaving a white covering all around. 

On Sunday the weather was far worse as 
snow had fallen overnight but the runners 
still turned up with the lead runner of the 
half marathon finishing in just over 1 
hour 29 minutes despite the terrible 
conditions.



4

MVS at Salford Duck Race

The MVS has been at the Salford Quays talking water safety and engaging with the participants in 
the annual Good Friday Duck Race.

The event is organised by childrens health 
charity MedEquip4Kids which aims to improve 
the health of children and babies in the UK by 
providing equipment not available from NHS 
resources.

It’s believed that the charity benefitted by 
around £5,000 from this years event.

The ducks set off from the Helly Hansen 
Watersports Centre at Salford Quays and the 
event was supported by MVS members from 
Port of Manchester and HQ

Successful Flood Rescue by MVS Severn

MVS Severn has come to the rescue after a family from Cornwall and their dog were stranded for five 
days on their narrowboat during the Tewkesbury flood alert.

The Avon Lock Keeper asked for help from the MVS as the family needed to abandon ship. A request 
was then made to HOU MVS Severn, Nic Price, to see if the MVS could reach the boat and take them 
off to safety. 

Nic said, "With the River Avon already 6 feet 
up and still rising we knew that we would 
have very little headroom under King John's 
Bridge, but using our Rigiflex dinghy we just 
squeezed underneath and after making two 
trips we managed to get everybody ashore 
safely. 

The family had set off from their mooring on 
the Severn at Diglis near Worcester last week 
and intended to come onto the Avon heading 
for Stratford for a holiday but were forced to 
take refuge at Tewkesbury when they were 
caught out with the rising water and strong 
currents after the recent rain.”

Picture: Ben Foster-Smith with Poppy the dog and her owner almost safely ashore
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MVS Members Support Multi-Agency Exercise

Three members of MVS Port of Manchester have taken part in a multi-agency training exercise. 
The members acted as passengers aboard the vessel for Exercise Snowdrop, which tested the 
emergency services' response to a boat on the Manchester Ship Canal which had suffered an engine 
room fire.

Head of unit Anthony Bonney said, “It was a 
fantastic day seeing the various emergency services 
at work together. 

We departed Latchford lock and made our way 
towards Manchester. 

At Barton locks we were alerted to an emergency 
and the crew ushered us towards the front of the 
vessel away from the smoke for safety. 

When we arrived at the berth, emergency services 
were already on scene and we were then taken to an 
emergency shelter point”.

While the MVS is not an emergency service of any kind, we welcome opportunities like this to 
observe the professionals at work and pick up new skills, whilst also being useful to the wider 
community.

MVS Poole to the rescue 

MVS Poole was on a mid-week training run when they were asked by port authorities to attend a 
9.5m yacht with engine failure. 

After a long wet run from the other 
end of the harbour they found the 
yacht “Majon” with a crew of two and 
two anchors down. 

Recovering the anchors was tricky due 
to the wind but a tow was established 
which dramatically parted on 
approaching Poole Quay.

Despite the conditions the recovery 
turned out well and the yacht was 
secured alongside Poole Quay.
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MVS Exercise with RNLI in Eastbourne
The MVS National Training Vessel East Sussex 1 has taken part in a successful joint exercise with the 
Eastbourne all-weather RNLI lifeboat.

ES1's role during the exercise was that of a 
vessel having lost use of its engine somewhere 
near Beachy Head.

A pre-arranged deliberately imprecise position 
report was sent to the lifeboat, whose crew had 
to locate ES1 and proceed to her assistance.

The lifeboat crew then passed over a bridle and 
tow line and took ES1 under tow.

This exercise was carried out a number of times 
during the morning as practice.

Throughout the search and rescue (SAR) 
exercise, MVS crew members were able to put to 
good use the skills gained on their recent VHF 
course.

A highlight for some of ES1's crew at the end of the session was being invited to transfer to the 
lifeboat for a high-speed run before being transferred back to ES1 for a more sedate trip back to 
Eastbourne's Sovereign Harbour.

The RNLI was grateful to the MVS members who took part in the exercise and further similar 
exercises are likely to take place later in the year.

The Leaving of Liverpool

John Spencer-Barnes, the MVS Director of Communications, exercised his vocal chords at the Tall 
Ships Regatta in Liverpool over the late Spring Bank Holiday.
He met up with his friends from the Sunderland Point Sea Shanty Crew from north Lancashire who 
were there to perform during the event.
He joined the crew to belt out some shanty classics such as "Roll the Old Chariot" and "South 
Australia".
John says, "I love sea shanties, which I've sung since my days at University back in the eighties and 

in my time with the Sealed Knot.
They're an important part of a festival like Tall 
Ships". 
The crew are based at Sunderland Point which 
is a remote community among the marshes, on 
a windswept peninsula between the mouth of 
the River Lune and Morecambe Bay.
It was once the third largest port in England 
and was used by slave and cotton ships, but its 
importance declined as other ports such as 
Lancaster were opened up.
Sunderland is unique in the UK as being the 
only community to be on the mainland and yet 
dependent upon tidal access.
The only vehicular access to the village is via a 
single-track road which crosses a tidal marsh.



The Force is Strong in Tewkesbury

MVS Severn had the job of taking Darth Vader and the Stormtroopers by river on MVS Minerva 
when Star Wars came to the Tewkesbury Big 
Weekend. 

HOU Nic Price said, "We are always pleased to 
support this important charity event which 
involves the town and riverside and our 
members were kept busy with many tasks 
including manning the safety boats and assisting 
the water display team which was leading the 
procession of over twenty decorated boats.

Pictured: Training Officer David Peet and 
Regional Head of Seamanship Tim Huckvale with 
Star Wars baddie Kylo Ren on board MVS 

Minerva.

Tall Ships Success for MVS in Liverpool

As the Tall Ships sail out of Liverpool after a fantastic visit to the Mersey, the MVS team are 
reflecting on the work they did during the event and are looking for new volunteers to start a 
new unit in the city.

From the North West, unit members from Fleetwood and Port of Manchester were on hand to 
provide help and assistance to the race organisers in activities as diverse as collecting litter from 
the water to rescuing wildlife and towing vessels from one berth to another. 

Joining the North-West units were members from across the Pennines in Humber and 
Northumbria units. 

In total, around 20 members 
took part in around 175 hours 
of afloat training as well as 
providing an important service 
to the organisers.

Temp Regional Volunteer 
Officer (North West) Alexander 
Rodgers said: “The whole 
weekend has been a fantastic 
opportunity for our members 
both on and off the water. 

We had three small vessels in 
attendance and it was such a 
valuable experience for us to 
put our skills in practice.”
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Port of Manchester at the Radcliffe Carnival. 

Members of MVS Port of Manchester have been involved in the marshalling of the annual Radcliffe 
Carnival. 

This year the event had a military feel as 
organisers marked the centenaries of the 
end of the First World War and the 
formation of the RAF.

Head of unit Anthony Bonney said, “It was 
a fantastic day for the unit and we 
definitely raised awareness of what the 
MVS does”

Presentation to Severn Unit

The Severn Unit have been thanked for their services 
at the Tewkesbury Big Weekend.

HOU Nic Price said, "At a presentation evening we 
were given a special commemorative plaque and a 
donation of £50. 

Many thanks to all Severn Unit members for giving 
their time in a most professional way over the last five 
years.”
P
icture: Avon Navigation Trust Director Paul Cronin 
making the presentation to HOU Nic Price.

MVS at Medway River Festival
This year's River Festival marked the double celebration of two important anniversaries, Medway 
Districts 20th and The Historic Dockyard, Chatham's 400th.

The River Festival also helped form part of Festival 
400 - a year long calendar of exhibition, activities and 
events that celebrate the world’s most complete 
dockyard from the age of sail.

The Medway Unit provided an information stand on 
land for the expected 10,000 visitors and also played 
a significant role afloat. 

The MVS regional vessel LONDINIUM 1 acted as the 
command boat for the river events as well as a safety 
cordon boat for the display area which was staged 
adjacent to the Historic Dockyard. This was the first 
official duty for LONDINIUM 1 since it was relocated 

to the River Medway. 

The event was a good opportunity for MVS Medway to demonstrate their capabilities and make 
good contacts with the public and local civic and maritime authorities.
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Facebook and Twitter

The MVS has an official Facebook page. Search for ‘Maritime Volunteer Service Official’ when you are 
logged in to find the group. You simply have to ‘like’ it to be kept up to date with the latest MVS news.

You can also get all the latest feeds by following us on Twitter @MVSHQ

The Maritime Volunteer
The Journal of the Maritime Volunteer Service

Newsletter Editor: Dave Spencer-Barnes - dave.spencer-barnes@mvs.org.uk
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