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Chairman’s Address

Many of the members of the MVS will know that I have announced my 
retirement from MVS Council of Trustees and, as a consequence, from my 
role as National Chairman.  I have been an external trustee of the MVS 
since January 2014 and National Chairman since November 2014.  I would 
like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to my fellow trustees who, 
despite not always agreeing with me, have provided their support and 
loyalty. 

Loyalty and trust is the backbone of the MVS: Sadly, a minority within the 
MVS have not displayed those attributes in recent months.

It would be an understatement to suggest that my period of office has 
been somewhat eventful, particularly in recent months.  This is not the 
place to elaborate upon those events save to say that those disruptive 
experiences may result in the MVS being a better and more robust 
organisation for the benefit of the greater MVS membership in the future.  

It is still my wish that I leave the MVS in a better position to face the future.

MVS Council plays an essential role in the very existence of the MVS.  The MVS is a member organisation and what 
better way forward is there for members to shape that future by being nominated as a member trustee of MVS Council.  
Although it can be a demanding role, it can be very rewarding knowing that you have an active part in shaping the 
future of the MVS.

It is my suggestion that, on the occasion of each MVS Unit AGM, a standing agenda item ought to be the consideration 
and nomination of a member from the unit for election to MVS Council as a Member Trustee.  It is your organisation: Be 
part of it.

Despite these events to which I allude, the summer season has seen some positive and notable MVS events.  In the 
North, there was success with the Tall Ships Races at Sunderland and at Liverpool and at the Emergency Services show 
at Crowle.  There were successful events on the South Coast in which David HUGHES and Nigel BARROW were involved 
together with many other MVS members.  My thanks go to those who assisted Liz GLARE in taking on Seawork 2018 at 
Southampton.  David DOBSON organised a stand supported by MVS members at the National Emergency Services Show 
at the NEC again this year.  It is these events that raise the positive profile of the MVS.

It would be remiss of me not to express my appreciation and to thank the majority of the greater MVS membership who 
have loyally supported my fellow trustees and myself particularly in these recent times.  Those loyal members have put 
in a lot of hard work to build up the name and reputation of the MVS over the last year.  If I have inadvertently omitted 
the deserved credit to individual members for a job well done, then I can only apologise.

Therefore, the MVS has continued to do what it is good at.

I will take with me some good memories of MVS events of which I have been part.  I thank you for letting me share in 
them.

Bon Voyage.

Captain A P MINNS MNI

National Chairman of the Maritime Volunteer Service.
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Severn Unit at Armed Forces Day 2018

Despite the extreme heat Severn Unit joined in the Tewkesbury Armed Forces Day Parade for 2018 
which included the re-dedication of the towns war memorial and a service of thanksgiving. 

Head of Unit Nic Price said "We are always 
proud to take part in this parade and support 
this important event in the town".

Picture shows members of Severn Unit on the 
parade with the town mayor taking the salute. 

MVS on display at Seawork in Southampton 

The MVS has been on display in Southampton at one of the biggest maritime trade shows in Europe. 

Seawork International at Mayflower Park brings together 600 exhibitors from all over the world and 
more than 7,000 visitors. 

The MVS stand attracted much attention during the event. 

We were approached by many people including former Merchant Navy personnel who are keen to 
share their experience and skills by 
assisting MVS units with instruction.

We also met with fellow exhibitors from 
the maritime industry and 
representatives from professional 
nautical training institutions who 
expressed interest in working with the 
MVS. 

Picture: Ian Whettingsteel the Deputy 
HoU at MVS Gosport and Fareham with 
fellow exhibitor Paul Mills an instructor 
with Scottish training organisation You 
and Sea.
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Severn Unit goes Live on Air

The Severn Unit of the MVS has taken BBC Radio Gloucestershire breakfast presenter, Mark 
Cummings from the Lower Lode Inn to Barton Street in Tewkesbury on MVS Minerva.

Mark is the Mock Mayor of Barton, a tradition which comes from the time of King Charles II’s return 
to the throne after the civil war and the siege of Gloucester in the 1660s.

The king punished the city for supporting Parliament in the war by ordering it to tear down its walls 
and made the civic boundaries much smaller, meaning the large area of Barton no longer had a 

mayor.

The people of Barton then elected a Mock 
Mayor and this tradition continued for 
hundreds of years before disappearing and 
then being recently revived.

Head of Unit Nic Price said "Mark is visiting 
all the places named Barton within the 
county as part of his radio show. 

He did live commentaries from the boat as 
we went along the Severn and onto the 
Avon which involved going through two 
locks.

This gave us an opportunity to tell listeners 
about the MVS and the role of Severn Unit 
within the local area."

MVS City of Portsmouth Supports the Round Island Race 2018

MVS City of Portsmouth were again approached by the Island Sailing Club to provide support for this 
years Round the Island Race.

It meant a 07:00 start at 
Whale Island, then passage 
out to Bembridge Ledge for 
rendezvous with another 
support vessel to receive 
trackers and paperwork.

This year’s race proved to 
have its own challenges for 
the vessels taking part. 

The general lack of wind left 
hundreds of competitors 
struggling to reach the 
needles before the tidal gate 
slammed shut. 

The wind picked up in the 
middle of the afternoon, 
which allowed the yachts to 
use their spinnakers which 
made the horizon very 
colourful.
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New vessel for MVS used for the first time at Sunderland
The newest vessel to appear at Tall Ships in Sunderland has passed its initiation ceremony with flying 
colours after operating for 12 hours per day for the duration of the event.

MVS Northumberland Freemason is the new rigid inflatable boat used by the charity to provide 
support at local riverside based events to harbour authorities, police and coastguard as well as other 
community based organisations.

The Northumbria Unit recently received the new rigid 
inflatable boat called “Northumberland Freemason” 
after a £15,000 donation to the MVS from the 
Freemasons of Northumberland.

During Tall Ships, the boat was used to marshal 
exclusion zones, general patrolling and ferrying crew 
members across the Wear including police and 
coastguards. 

The MVS Northumbria Unit was supported by members 
from Humber, Fleetwood and Port of Manchester.

Joint training for MVS and RNLI in Eastbourne 

MVS East Sussex 1 based in Eastbourne has taken part in another training exercise with the local 
RNLI. 

ES1 played the part of a vessel that had suffered engine 
failure which allowed the lifeboat crew to practice coming 
alongside and passing a tow. 

For the MVS crew it was a good opportunity to see the 
RNLI at work and to use their recent qualifications as 
VHF operators.

MVS Medway attend the Whitstable Oyster Festival

Volunteers at MVS Medway have spent two very hot days at the Whitstable Oyster Festival raising 
the profile of the MVS with the local public and raising 
funds for unit activities afloat and ashore. 

The weekend's efforts raised over £700, which will help 
the unit fund an outboard engine and also help cover 
training costs.

Head of Unit Alan Metcalf said: “I was very proud that 
the Medway members all joined in at the festival which 
was attended by 16,000 people and I think we talked to 
every one of them.
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ES1 Completes Youth Sea Experience Scheme

The MVS national training vessel East Sussex 1 has completed an intensive programme of evening 
trips aimed at giving young people a taste of going out to sea. 

In June and July, East Sussex Sovereign Harbour Unit, which funds, maintains and operates the 17 
metre long ex-RN harbour launch, undertook 14 training evenings for youth groups, typically 
involving eight youngsters and two adult leaders each time. 

In addition East Sussex 1 carried out two evening trips for adults with special needs. 

These trips involved letting the 
youngsters steer the vessel, under 
supervision, and learn some basic 
navigation and chartwork. 

Head of Unit David Hughes said: “We 
have been doing these trips for 
several years now and they have 
proved very popular. 

This programme represents a huge 
effort by Unit members who have 
given up a lot of their spare time to 
crew the vessel and, crucially, to keep 
East Sussex 1 in top class condition 
for these trips”

MVS Assists at Major Liverpool Event

MVS members from across the North West have attended the Clipper Round the World Yacht Race 
event in Liverpool. 
The event marks the grand finale of the international sail race of over 40,000 miles with identical 
vessels raising money for worthy causes which tests the expertise of the crews. 

Culture Liverpool hosted the event to welcome 
the teams and congratulate them on their 
achievement. 
The MVS were invited to attend to provide 
water based support throughout the weekend. 

Temporary Regional Volunteer Officer 
Alexander Rodgers said: “Attending events like 
this provides excellent training opportunities 
for our crew, publicity opportunities for us as 
an organisation and the opportunity to 
support the community by helping keep 
everyone safe on and around the water. 
We would like to thank Culture Liverpool for 
their confidence in us and look forward to 
attending future events in the city.”



7

Offshsore Trip for Severn Unit

The Tewkesbury based Severn Unit have had a successful training cruise down the Severn Estuary in 
their unit training boat Minerva and three other cruisers. 

Regional Head of Seamanship Tim Huckvale said, "This was the first time Russ Davidson had been 
the coxn of Minerva for the whole trip and he did well.

There was plenty of opportunity to put 
the lessons learned in the classroom into 
practice, such as skills in anchoring at 
sea, VHF, boat handling and navigation." 

HOU Nic Price said, "It was a particularly 
good trip this year as we encountered 
many different types of weather and sea-
states when we visited Cardiff and 
Portishead before returning to 
Sharpness".

Pictured: MVS Minerva entering 
Sharpness Lock as she returns home.

Jet Ski Taster at MVS Poole

MVS Poole has been running a taster session to enable more of its members to operate Vasco, the 
Personal Water Craft at the Unit.

As Poole Harbour is a favourite for jet ski users, it only makes sense that MVS Poole also gives 
members the opportunity to try driving these unique craft.

The "taster" course is to give 
potential Jet Skiers the opportunity to 
try out Vasco and see if they would 
like to progress to the full day RYA 
PWC Jet Ski course, assessed by MVS 
Poole instructors.

The session is one of many designed 
to get volunteer members prepared 
for taking their RYA Personal 
Watercraft Certificate. 

Once they have their certificate they 
can assist the Harbour Master in their 
patrols. 
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MVS Christchurch & Bournemouth in Speeding Operation

Members of MVS Christchurch & Bournemouth have taken part in a joint operation with other local 
agencies including Christchurch Council, Dorset Police and the Coast Guard at Mudeford Quay. 

The operation was to target jet skis and speeding boats in the harbour and advice was given on 
safety, security and speed.

The MVS was used largely in 
a spotting role but also 
warned operators of speeding 
boats that the police could be 
having words with them.

Ben Feeney, Christchurch 
Councils Community & 
Recreations officer said, “The 
news of our operation has 
spread about the harbour so 
we hope it sends a clear 
message that we are dealing 
with the local issues”. 

Successful Open Days for MVS Sovereign Harbour

Following a successful late May Bank Holiday opening the Eastbourne-based MVS national training 
vessel East Sussex 1 was open to the public again on the Saturday and Monday of the August Bank 
Holiday.

Members of the East Sussex Sovereign Harbour Unit welcomed a steady stream of visitors on board 
the ex-Navy launch which has had a busy and varied summer season. 
As well as taking out youth groups and those with special needs, East Sussex 1 was deployed to 
Dover to work with the Thanet Unit and local Sea Cadets, crossed the Channel to Boulogne and 
took part in two exercises with the local RNLI.

Head of Unit David Hughes 
commented: “This has been a most 
successful season due to the 
commitment and excellent teamwork 
of our Unit members. 

The main purpose of the open days 
was to raise our profile and I’m sure 
we’ve achieved that. 

We were very pleased to welcome 
our local MP, Stephen Lloyd, on 
board and to explain to him the role 
of the MVS and how we can support 
the local community.” 
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New Head of Unit for MVS Northumbria takes over on Merchant 
Navy Day

Paul Casson is taking over the helm at MVS Northumbria from Angela Carrington who has built up 
the unit’s good reputation within the maritime 
community during the last four years.

“I’m delighted that the unit is in such good 
hands with Paul’s leadership and I look 
forward to supporting him in the coming 
months and years,” said Angela.

Paul brings with him many skills including his 
knowledge of engineering and personal 
qualifications in power boating and 
communications. 

He has previously worked with the Sea 
Cadets and is also a keen sea kayaker and he 
occasionally sails.

“It’s appropriate that my appointment comes 
on Merchant Navy Day,” said Paul. 

“The MVS proudly flies the Merchant Navy red ensign with our crest on both our vessels. 

Funding Boost for MVS Poole

The Talbot Village Trust has supported MVS Poole with a £20,000 grant to purchase and update its 
RIB and teaching equipment.

The Trust is the legacy of two sisters who founded Talbot Village in the mid-19th century as a 
reaction to rural poverty. 

Head of Unit Nigel Barrow said “We are so 
thankful to Talbot Village Trust for 
providing us with the funds needed to 
enable more people to join our training 
courses and allow us to update our RIB 
and equipment. 

Since we began 24 years ago, this 
donation has by far been our pivotal 
moment. 
It has allowed us to take a step forward in 
many different ways and we now have the 
right tools to assist and support more 
people through our service.”
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Brighton Training Trip for East Sussex 1

The MVS's national training vessel East Sussex 1 which is based at Eastbourne made a training trip 
to Brighton at the start of September.

On passage to Brighton, ES1's crew spotted and recovered an unusual looking object from the sea. 

It turned out to be very faded large birthday balloon, in the shape of a 2 which would have 
otherwise continued to form part of the huge 
volume of plastic waste now floating on the oceans. 

On a more positive environmental note a dolphin 
was spotted surfacing close to ES1's bow not far off 
the coast.

Es1, which is well equipped with sleeping 
accommodation and a galley, stayed overnight in 
Brighton Marina before sailing for home.

The seven East Sussex Sovereign Harbour members 
on board also took the opportunity to deploy the 
Unit's newly acquired Jason's Cradle man overboard 
recovery system both at Brighton Marina and at sea.

Testing River Exercise for MVS Severn

MVS members In Tewkesbury have been testing their skills in finding injured people on the River 
Avon. 

During "Exercise Grouse", members were tasked with locating and checking one of their cruisers 
which had been hidden up the river, north of Tewkesbury.
A party then had to search the surrounding river banks and fields to find two hidden bodies, one of 
which was under an upturned dinghy in the river.
There was also a live casualty 
who simulated injuries and was 
also suffering from hypothermia 
and required first aid.

HOU Nic Price said, "The 
exercise incorporated all the 
unit boats and tested our skills 
in VHF, Boat Handling, Search & 
Rescue, Towing and First Aid."

Pictured: Severn Unit helping 
casualty Simon Culley into one 
of the Unit's boats after being 
found in a field supposedly 
injured and suffering from 
hypothermia. 
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Merchant Navy Day 2018 Marked by MVS

The MVS has marked Merchant Navy Day at events 
around the UK.

Merchant Navy Day is the annual celebration of the 
British Merchant Navy, to recognize and raise 
awareness of our dependence on our past, present 
and future Merchant Navy seafarers. 

It is also a memorial for the 36,000 merchant 
seafarers who died at sea in World War Two.
In Liverpool the service was represented by our 
Vice Chair Chris Todd, along with Eddie Oades, 
D/RVO Cinque Ports and Freddie Brown the new 
MVS Membership Secretary.

Every year hundreds of people gather at Liverpool 
Parish Church - the Sailors' Church - to celebrate 
Merchant Navy Day where the Red Ensign flag is 
displayed. 

This is followed by an Act of Remembrance at the 
Merchant Navy Memorial at the Pier Head. 

In Eastbourne, the MVS national training vessel East Sussex 1 was 'dressed overall' with signal flags 
to mark the day.

The senior skipper of East Sussex 1, Les 
Quilty, who organised the tribute said: “We 
are proud to honour those who work at sea, 
out of sight and, sadly, often out of mind of 
the general public. 
One of the objectives of the MVS is to 
increase awareness of all things maritime 
and our country's dependence on the sea.” 

Pictures: Following the service and wreath 
laying in Liverpool Vice Chair Chris Todd met 
with the Maritime Cadets Chief of 
Operations, Cdr (MCdt) Kevin Rodgers MCGI.

Les Quilty aboard East Sussex 1. 
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Facebook and Twitter

The MVS has an official Facebook page. Search for ‘Maritime Volunteer Service Official’ when you are 
logged in to find the group. You simply have to ‘like’ it to be kept up to date with the latest MVS news.

You can also get all the latest feeds by following us on Twitter @MVSHQ

MVS Contacts

Chief Volunteer Officer   Vacant    cvo@mvs.org.uk
AVO(North)    George King   avonorth@mvs.org.uk
AVO(South)    Vacant    avosouth@mvs.org.uk
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Director of Communications  John Spencer-Barnes  communications@mvs.org.uk
National Website Editor   Alexander Rodgers  webeditor@mvs.org.uk
National PR Officer   Keith Newman   keith@highlightspr.co.uk
National Webmaster   David Hall   webmaster@mvs.org.uk 
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