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Chairman’s Address

It was with more than a little trepidation that I took over the role of 
Chair of Council at the end of our recent AGM at Poole.

Partly because stepping into Capt Tony Minns shoes is a daunting 
prospect in itself and I must extend the charity’s thanks to him for the 
huge amount of work he has put in over the past four years. On that 
note I must also mention that another key member of Council, Vice 
Chairman Chris Todd, has also stood down from Council. Chris has 
done much of the ‘behind the scenes’ administrative work that has 
kept the charity going. Again, a huge vote of thanks goes to Chris. 
(But Chris hasn’t escaped entirely and has agreed to continue to 
manage our central office function based in Warrington.)

Now though my focus must be on the future and while our small 
charity, now in its 25th year, faces many challenges, I am very 

optimistic. One reason for that was the tremendously positive mood among the large number of members - 
about a quarter of the total membership - who attended the AGM. I sense  there is a real determination to 
build on what we have already achieved.

Another plus is that I will be chairing a larger Council than we have had some time. Our small team of 
trustees has been struggling to keep up with the amount of work required to keep the charity afloat, with a 
lot of the burden resting on just a few shoulders. So it was really good news that, at the AGM, we were able 
to announce the election of three new trustees, Nigel Barrow, Bob Gidden and Nick Spencer. Nick has also 
taken on the crucial role of Chief Volunteer Officer. Since the AGM we have co-opted two more trustees, Gill 
Hale and Glynis Northwood-Long, who will stand for election at the next AGM. A warm welcome from me to 
all five, who are just starting to realise what they have let themselves in for!

As those who were at the AGM will know, Nigel Barrow led an exciting afternoon session where several 
speakers outlined their views of the way forward. Right now Nigel is putting together a Working Group to 
bring together all these ideas and present them to the membership. I am certainly looking forward to seeing 
what I hope will be some exciting proposals.

In the meantime, Council will be working hard on a number of areas. We are looking to streamline our 
management structure, update Policies and Procedures and perhaps most importantly, improve 
communications at all levels within the charity. The need to work on communications was certainly one of the 
key concerns voiced by members at the AGM. That has been very much taken on board by Council and 
already our email address list of members has been completely updated and this will allow us to 
communicate directly with those members, now the vast majority, who use the Internet.

Looking ahead to 2019, I am sure this will be a good year for us. I know many Units did exceptionally well in 
terms of delivering on our charitable aims of training our members and supporting the community in many 
ways over the past 12 months and that they plan to do even better in the coming year. 2019 is the year we 
will be celebrating our 25th birthday. Nationally we will be holding a special service at All Hallows by the 
Tower, where the RNXS Standard is laid up, on Thursday 4th April. Locally Units around the country are 
putting plans in place to mark this important milestone.

So on this positive note, I wish you safe and enjoyable times afloat and ashore in 2019.
Best wishes.

David Huges

National Chairman of the Maritime Volunteer Service.
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MVS provides Safety Boat cover at Isle of Sheppey Around Island 
Race

This month saw the 60th running of the annual Sheppey Round the Island Race organised by the Isle 
of Sheppey Sailing Club where MVS Medway and MVS Putney crewed MVS Londinium 1 as safety 
cover for this clockwise race.

Weather conditions were perfect on the start line in the Thames estuary, just offshore of Sheerness, 
and Londinium 1 was tasked with following the slowest boats in the first of 3 waves set off at 30 
minute intervals, and also to host one of the event 
photographers onboard.

In due course, Londinium 1 reached the pre-arranged 
point at which she could hand over safety boat 
responsibilities and arranged to hand the 
photographer back to one of the safety boat RIBs at 
Queenborough Harbour.

On her return journey back to her moorings upriver 
on the Medway, the crew took the opportunity to 
practise anchoring in Stangate Creek.

Photo: James Bell

MVS at Emergency Services Show 2018 

The MVS was again represented at the Emergency Services Show held at the NEC near Birmingham.

Director of Resilience David Dobson said, "This was the 10th show attended by the MVS. This year 
our aim was to depict the roles of some our units which worked well”. 

The MVS stand was visited by the Shoreham Air Display Safety Officer, who thanked the MVS for the 
work it has done over a number of years and especially on the day of the accident in 2015.

Head of Severn Unit Nic Price said, "We found it an excellent show this year. As well as helping at 
our own MVS stand, unit members had plenty of opportunity to look around the hall and watch some 
of the demonstrations. The show makes us aware of the important role the voluntary sector plays at 
times of emergency.” 

The show was attended by MVS members 
from Severn, Bristol, Rushden and the Isle 
of Wight.

Picture: MVS members discover about the 
Future Communication System which is to 
be rolled out to all CAT 1 responders to 
replace Airwave.
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Gigantic Success for MVS in Liverpool

The Fleetwood and Port of Manchester units were invited back to Liverpool to work alongside the 
‘Liverpool Dream Team’ as they brought Giants to the City, courtesy of the French Performing Arts 
Company, Royal de Luxe.

Thousands of spectators lined the streets as the huge puppets strode through the city in a street 
theatre festival. The over-sized marionettes had returned for a third and final  time after previous 
visits in 2012 and 2014 attracted six-figure audiences and led to millions of pounds spent locally.

It’s estimated that in excess of 1.4 million people visited Liverpool to see the giants in their final 
appearance in the city. The majority made their way to the Albert Dock area to watch the spectacle 
unfold on land and water. 

Countless people saw MVS Tom Hale, her ensign flying, looking out for the safety of those on and 
near the water.  Our crews escorted “The Little Boy Giant” on his final journey, floating on a shoe 
towards the river, never to return to our shores again.

The MVS was recognised by the police river patrol who requested our support as the little giant and 
his entourage made their way through the docks in company with a flotilla of small craft, white swans 
and their riders. 

Conditions were challenging and waterborne units from all agencies were stretched to the limit 
during the event.

Photo: Adam Swires piloting MVS Tom Hale in Canning Dock as Andy Robinson observes the 
surroundings.

The Little Giant is behind hiding in the smoke.
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MVS Units Celebrate Trafalgar Night

Town Mayor Celebrates Trafalgar Night with Severn Unit
The Severn Unit have held their 18th Annual Trafalgar Night 
Dinner in Brown's Restaurant at the Tewkesbury Garden 
Centre and were pleased to welcome their special guests 
including Chris Danter (Tewkesbury Town Mayor), Les Miller 
(National MVS Treasurer), Paul Cronin (Director of Avon 
Navigation Trust) and Commander Clarke Brown RN Retd who 
proposed the toast to the Immortal Memory.
Head of Unit Nic Price said, "It was the most successful and 
well attended Trafalgar Night we have ever organised and 
everyone enjoyed celebrating this important historic occasion”.
During the evening Chief Petty Officer Ben Foster-Smith was 
presented with his 10 Year Service Medal and Regional Head 
of Seamanship Tim Huckvale awarded this year's Seamanship 
Prize to Russ Davidson". 
Picture: Nic Price (Head of Severn Unit), Mrs. Joan Warren (Mayors Consort), Les Miller (National MVS 
Treasurer), Gordon McDonald RVO, Councillor Chris Danter (Tewkesbury Town Mayor) and Commander Clarke 
Brown RN Retd.

Awards at Humber Trafalgar Mess Dinner
Long serving members of the MVS were honoured at the 
Trafalgar Mess Dinner held by MVS Humber at the Wortley 
Hotel in Scunthorpe
The MVS Honorary President Richard Dale received his twenty-
year service bar from Chris Todd who presented the award in 
his last official role as Vice Chairman of the MVS. 
Richard served as Company and National Secretary for a period 
of 6 years until the end of 2014.
He also served as a trustee of the charity from 2005 – 2014.
Richard joined the MVS in 1994 at its foundation after a period 
of 13 years in the Royal Naval Auxiliary Service (RNXS).
HoU Shayne Arnold was also presented with his ten-year 
service medal.

Celebrating Trafalgar Day in Northumbria 
The Northumbria Unit of the Maritime Volunteer Service has 
celebrated an important day in naval history and paid tribute 
to a famous local seafarer. 
On 21 October 1805, Admiral Lord Nelson, onboard HMS 
Victory led the British fleet into battle off Cape Trafalgar 
against the French and Spanish navies to confirm the Royal 
Navy’s supremacy of the seas. 
Taking over from Nelson after his death was Admiral Lord 
Collingwood who had many connections with the north-east 
including a home in Morpeth, Northumberland. 
To celebrate the day, the unit took its rigid inflatable boat, 
The Northumberland Freemason to Newbiggin by the Sea – 
the nearest harbour to Morpeth, where they upheld the naval 
tradition of drinking a toast to Nelson with a small glass of port. 
Head of Unit, Paul Casson said: “The MVS is here to help keep the maritime traditions of the British Isles alive 
whether that’s through training in practical skills such as navigation and seamanship or simply remembering 
and honouring important dates in the nautical calendar.”
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MVS commemorates Remembrance Sunday 2018

MVS personnel from around the UK gathered at many venues to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of Armistice Day.

At Tower Hill in London George Mellett attended the 
Remembrance Day ceremony at Tower Hill on behalf of the 
MVS.

Chris Todd and Freddie Brown represented MVS HQ at St 
George’s Hall and the Cenotaph in Liverpool.

MVS Northumbria again organised the Remembrance Parade of 
Sail on the River Tyne and were joined by the Tyne and Wear 
Fire Service and the North East Maritime Trust.

Members in East Sussex joined services in both Bexhill-upon-Sea 
and Eastbourne which took place in very heavy winds.

Paul and Sue Mills from MVS Rushden were at the Festival of 
Remembrance at the Royal Albert Hall remembering the service 
of their grandfathers Charles Thomas Glover and Daniel Owen 
Evans.

Members of the Dundee Unit mustered at the Dundee 
International Submariners Memorial in Dundee docks and laid a 
poppy wreath.

Severn Unit took part in the parade at Tewkesbury in 
Gloucestershire. Hundreds of people lined the route and joined 
in the Service at the Cenotaph in the town.
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Moving Forward in Unity at AGM 2018

The MVS came together at Poole in Dorset for a productive AGM of the service where it was 
resolved to put the differences of the last 12 months behind us. 

94 members from around the country gathered to hear outgoing chairman Captain Tony Minns open 
the meeting before handing over the reins to maritime journalist David Hughes who is also HOU at 
East Sussex.

After lunch David Hughes thanked 
Tony for all his efforts over the last few 
years and presented him with a 
tankard on behalf of Council together 
with an Honorary Life Membership so 
that Tony will not be allowed to 
disappear over the horizon just yet.

A helpful open session was held in the 
afternoon with several speakers giving 
their views on the way forward for the 
MVS.

Many thanks to Nigel Barrow and the 
Poole Unit for their hard work in 
arranging the meeting. 

Picture: Captain Tony Minns hands 
over to David Hughes 

New MVS Boat on Show in Amble

As part of their ongoing thank you visits around the Northumberland coastline, the Northumbria 
Unit of the MVS has visited Amble. 

The charity was gifted a new training vessel by Northumberland Freemasons called 
“Northumberland Freemason” in June which has been used at the Tall Ships Race in Sunderland 
and at a recent Remembrance Day Parade of Sail at Newcastle’s Quayside. 

Head of Unit, Volunteer Officer Paul 
Casson said, “We’ve already visited 
freemasons in Berwick and Seahouses 
to say thank you for their kind donation 
and our visit to Amble is a great 
opportunity for us to do the same again 
and familiarise ourselves with the 
harbour, the marina and the river too.” 

The boat was visited by a number of 
freemasons from Northumberland 
including the Assistant Provincial Grand 
Master, Brian Denton.

Picture: The MVS unit at Amble with 
freemason Brian Denton 
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Training Special Constables in Water Safety

The Port of Manchester Unit have been training Greater Manchester Police Special Constables in 
subjects ranging from cold water shock to rescue techniques when someone is in distress in the 
water. 

The unit is hoping to follow this up with practical skills training out on the water next year.

On the night GMP Specials Chief Officer Mike Walmsley attended and was pleased to hear of plans 
to train other specials across Greater Manchester.

"It was great to see Anthony and Adam from the 
Maritime Volunteer Service at one of our training 
sessions” he said, “Their passion and knowledge 
of all things around water safety was clear to see”. 

HoU Anthony Bonney said, "We had a fantastic 
time training the specials in water safety and we 
see this as a great opportunity to build 
partnerships and help give something back.

We look forward to the next session where the 
specials can learn the practical side to water 
safety". 

Picture: HoU Anthony Bonney meeting with GMP 
officers to discuss water training.

Work on Curlew gets Underway

Work has finally started on the refurbishment of MVS Curlew, our Nelson 34 patrol launch now 
residing at Fiddlers Ferry near Warrington and a fully costed scheme of work has been drawn up. 

Our volunteer engineer, John Griffen was keen to get the dirty jobs out of the way so on a cold 
November morning he met up with Chris Todd who is managing the project for the MVS at the boat 
yard. 

Armed with all the necessary items a start was made to remove the lids from the two diesel tanks. 
With a good deal of effort the lids came free and to everyone's delight the tanks were found to be 
nearly empty.

Following a swift pumping operation the 
diesel was gifted to our next door neighbours 
who would use if for their diesel fuelled 
heating system. “All we have to do now is 
clean the tanks” said John, “even Chris can 
manage that”.

Picture: John Griffen working on Curlew
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Facebook and Twitter

The MVS has an official Facebook page. Search for ‘Maritime Volunteer Service Official’ when you are 
logged in to find the group. You simply have to ‘like’ it to be kept up to date with the latest MVS news.

You can also get all the latest feeds by following us on Twitter @MVSHQ
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Chairman    David Hughes   david.hughes@mvs.org.uk
Chief Volunteer Officer   Nick Spencer   nicholas.spencer@mvs.org.uk
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National Website Editor   Alexander Rodgers  webeditor@mvs.org.uk
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National Webmaster   David Hall   webmaster@mvs.org.uk 
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